
 

 

Greenwich residents are to 

benefit from weekly recycling 

collections, better 

environmental services and 

better care for the disabled and 

elderly - without any hefty 

increase in council tax. 

Band D council tax in Greenwich is 
increasing by just 3.5% in 2007-08 - an 
increase of just 54 pence a week.  

Thanks to efficiency savings, Labour’s budget—
opposed by the Tories—means that an extra £350,000 
is being put into enforcement of licensing and anti-litter 
rules, and £441,000 into better care for the elderly and 

disabled. 
The budget also allows for Greenwich’s 
popular ‘blue-top’ recycling bins to be 
emptied weekly from spring 2008, as 
residents have been asking for some 
time. Compostible waste such as food 
and garden waste will also be collected 
weekly and converted into bio-fuel, and 
collection points for battery recycling—
including one on Charlton Road near the 

Standard— have just been put in across the borough. 
New street-cleaning and grass-cutting rosters have 

also been trialled in the Greenwich and Blackheath area 
in recent months, resulting in better standards and 
fewer complaints. 
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News from the Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe ward  

Plans to redevelop the old 

Greenwich District Hospital 

site  at the bottom of 

Vanbrugh Hill have moved a 

step closer, after the site was 

cleared last year. 

The proposed development 
includes new sports and swimming 
facilities, a library, health centre, 
Council service centre, and housing 
with a strong focus on homes for key 
workers and first-time buyers. 

Plans should come to the council’s 
planning board later this year, after a 
further round of consultation in June, 
and if approved construction could 
start in 2008.  

Shops and cafes around a new 
public square are also planned, in 
what architects Make and developers 
First Base propose to be  one of 
London first major ‘carbon neutral’ 
developments.  

“The new scheme should bring 
vitality to an area which has been 
crying out for a new focus since the 
hospital moved to the Queen 
Elizabeth site some years ago,” says 
local Labour MP Nick Raynsford.  

“Greenwich is clearly enjoying a 
period of growth unprecedented in 
the past hundred years. This scheme 
will make a very positive impact on 
our area, and on the housing, 
employment, education and 
leisure opportunities available for the 
community.” 
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Plans for GDH site unveiled 

 Transport for London is 

continuing to survey local 

road users over how to 

tackle congestion in and 

around Greenwich town 

centre. 

Contrary to rumours being 
peddled by the local Tories, no 
decision has been made to 
introduce a congestion charge 
anywhere in the borough, let alone 
set the boundaries of one. 

“The Tories seem to want to rule 
out the option of any form of 
congestion charging—when the 
consultation has only just started. 
Hardly a very democratic stance,” 
says Labour councillor Alex Grant.  

“The council has repeatedly said 
that no measures to tackle 
congestion will be introduced 
unless full consultation shows that 
local people want them.” 

Local ‘congestion 

charge’: the facts 



 

 

Tories told: hands off the 

Freedom Pass 

Your local Labour  

representatives 

Alex Grant, Labour councillor, 

Blackheath Westcombe ward 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 
E-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
In writing:  
Greenwich Council, Town Hall, 
Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 
6PW 
Surgeries:  
1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: 
Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road SE3;  
2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm: Community 
Hall, Richmount Gardens (off 
Casterbridge Road SE3)  

Len Duvall, Labour London  

Assembly member for  

Greenwich and Lewisham 

Tel: 020 7983 4408 
E-mail: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 
In writing:  
City Hall, The Queen's Walk, 
London SE1 2AA 

Nick Raynsford, Labour MP for 

Greenwich and Woolwich 

Tel: 020 7219 5895  
E-mail: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 
In writing:  
House of Commons, London SW1A 
0AA 
Surgeries: please call above number 
to register 

The Freedom Pass gives 

hundreds of thousands of 

elderly and disabled 

Londoners free travel on the 

buses, trains, tubes and DLR 

and is a lifeline for many 

people in Greenwich. 

The government now wants to 
extend free bus travel across the 

country and have brought a new law 
to Parliament requiring councils to 
fund free travel. 

But an alliance of London Tory 
councils and the Lib Dems have tried 
to amend the Bill going through 
parliament to take away the Mayor of 
London’s ability to safeguard the 
Freedom Pass.  

If the Mayor’s powers were taken 
away, Tory councils would be free to 
cut or reduce the scheme. 

“I think it is a disgrace that the 
Tories and Lib Dems are using the 
legislation to bring free bus travel to 
the rest of the country as an 
opportunity to attack London’s free 
travel scheme,” says local London 
Assembly member Len Duvall. “I will 
fight to protect it all costs.” 

•Attempts to knock down a 

nursing home in Blackheath 

are being opposed by 

Greenwich Council. Developers 

have had their planning 

application to redevelop the 

site on Liskeard Gardens 

refused, but have now 

appealed against this refusal.  

Local Labour councillor Alex 

Grant—who chairs the 

council’s planning board—

joined residents at an appeal 

hearing on May 12th to argue 

that the home should be saved 

from closure and that the nine 

flats and four houses proposed 

for the site were too many. A 

decision on the appeal is 

expected later this summer. 

•Plans for the restoration of the historic 
Woodlands building on Mycenae Road 
as a Steiner School were approved by 
the council in April. But extra 
conditions were placed on  a separate 
block of 12 flats to reduce its impact 
on  Mycenae House Community 
Centre next door.  

The planning agreement requires 
the developers of the new flats to pay 
for soundproofing for Mycenae 
House’s main hall, and rebuild a 
storage area for the community centre. 
The developers had already agreed to 
move the footprint of the new block to 
save most of the trees on site, and 
provide better access to the grounds 
and more parking for community 
centre users. 

•Local Labour councillor Alex 

Grant has met with Cator 

Estate Residents Ltd to 

discuss the impact of their 

plans to keep more of the 

gates to the estate locked. 

CERL confirmed that one gate 

will be kept open to allow for 

visitor access, and agreed to 

consult further with residents 

of the council estates at 

Casterbridge Road and Pond 

Road. 
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