
 

 

A brighter future is in store for the 

historic Woodlands building on 

Mycenae Road, now that Greenwich 

Council has agreed to sign a 150-year 

lease with the Greenwich Steiner 

School.  

The deal, agreed in June, will also bring 
£250,000 of improvements for Mycenae House 
community centre next door, to help improve 
the fabric of the building and provide disabled 
access.  

The council had originally agreed to offer a lease to 
the London School of Musical Theatre, but they pulled 

out before Christmas. The Steiner school 
had come a close second when Woodlands 
was marketed last summer, and is keen to 
expand as its current home, St George’s 
church, is cramped. Planning permission will 
be sought for a small residential 
development in a corner of the site, near 
Mycenae House, but the grounds will be 
improved and stay publicly accessible. 

Local Labour councillor Alex Grant has been 
pressing for years to get a secure future for 

the building. “I hope the Steiner school can start 
restoration work and occupy Woodlands as soon as 
possible,” he says.  
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News from the Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe ward  

Blackheath Westcombe ward’s 

new police team of four officers 

started work in April and held its 

first meeting with the community 

in June.  

The ‘Safer neighbourhood’ team is 
based at Westcombe Park police station 
and will increase to six officers by April 
2007. Labour is the only party which voted 
for this year’s London police budget which 
provided the funds for these new officers: 
both the Tories and the Lib Dems voted 
against it. 

•Train passengers will get better security 
this autumn. New CCTV cameras, which 
will be monitored rather just recorded, will 
be put in across the south-east London 
rail network, funded by Transport for 
London. Local GLA member Len Duvall 
has also got South Eastern trains to 
improve graffiti removal and maintenance 
at Maze Hill and Westcombe Park 
stations. 
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Local police team now 

up and running  •Greenwich Council has 

chosen a preferred developer 

- VT Group plc - to rebuild or 

refurbish five secondary 

schools in Greenwich. The 

£170m deal will see John 

Roan and Thomas Tallis 

schools completely rebuilt, 

and is due to be signed soon. 

Both schools had improved A

-Level results this summer: 

at Roan the pass rate was up 

7.3% to 90%, and at Tallis it 

rose 2.8% to 94.6%. 

•Transport for London is finally 
taking action against speeding 
traffic on Shooter’s Hill Road, 
following pressure from local GLA 
member Len Duvall. 30mph 
markings will be put in, as the limit 
on this part of the A2 is often 
ignored. If this doesn’t work TfL will 
be pressed to put in speed 
cameras. 

•New gates and fencing have 

now been put at the back of 

the shops at Kidbrooke 

Parade on Rochester Way, 

after a long campaign by 

residents and Cllr Alex 

Grant. The area has long 

been a blackspot for fly-

tipping. 

•London Buses have at long last 
said they will bring forward plans for 
a new link from Greenwich town 
centre to Blackheath Village by 
extending the 386 route, after years 
of pressure from residents and 
Labour councillors. Consultation on 
the change will start soon. In the 
mean time the new 129 route from 
Greenwich town centre to 
Sainsbury’s and the Odeon cinema 
has recently started, and the 108 is 
being re-routed to provide a direct 
link from these shops to the 
Standard and Blackheath Village. 
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Blackheath Westcombe ward 

election results as close as ever 

Your local Labour  

representatives 

Alex Grant, Labour councillor 

for Blackheath Westcombe 

ward 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 
E-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
In writing:  
Greenwich Council, Town Hall, 
Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 
6PW 
Surgeries: 1st Friday of each month, 7-
8pm: Mycenae House Community 
Centre, Mycenae Road SE3;  
2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm: Community 
Hall, Richmount Gardens (off 
Casterbridge Road SE3)  

Len Duvall, Labour London  

Assembly member for  

Greenwich and Lewisham 

Tel: 020 7983 4408 
Email: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 
In Writing:  
City Hall, The Queen's Walk, 
London SE1 2AA 

Nick Raynsford, Labour MP for 

Greenwich and Woolwich 

Tel: 020 7219 5895  
E-mail: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 
In writing:  
House of Commons, London SW1A 
0AA 
Surgeries: please call above number 
to register 

Despite a determined 

campaign by the 

Conservatives, Labour held 

onto a seat in Blackheath 

Westcombe ward at the 

council elections on May 4th. 

The ward is now represented 

by long-standing Labour 

councillor Alex Grant and two 

Tories.  

Alex and the other two Labour 
candidates, Jean Bloch and Silke 
Thomson, say a big ‘thank you’ to all 
who supported them. Jean and Silke 
were only narrowly defeated and 
remain active school governors 
locally – Jean at John Roan and Silke 
at Halstow primary school.  

Labour fought its campaign on a 
positive programme of standing up for 
this area and ensuring it gets new 
schools, better policing, action on the 
environment and improvements to 
council housing. 

The close result is a bitter 
disappointment for the Tories, who 
had been expecting to win all three 
seats in this ward. Although overall 
turnout rose, the number of votes cast 
for the Tories actually fell, as did their 
share of the vote - down from 43% in 
2002 to 39% this year.  

The Lib Dems are still in distant 
third place with 17% of the vote, 
despite fielding three candidates at 
this election (they only fielded one in 
2002), and the Green candidate was 
also far behind the Tories.  

Blackheath Westcombe ward 
remains a close two-horse race 
between the Tories and Labour — 
where a vote for any other party is a 
vote for the Tories. 

Labour’s representatives are here 
to represent you, whoever you voted 
for: do get in touch if you ever need 
our help or advice (see right for 
details).  

Trevor Allman  
Green 

801  

Jean Bloch  
Labour 

1383  

Geoffrey Brighty 
Conservative 

1496  
ELECTED 

Alex Grant 
Labour 

1461 
ELECTED 

Michael Smart  
Lib Dem 

655  

Christopher Smith  
Lib Dem 

624  

Roger Spence  
Lib Dem 

607  

Silke Thomson 
Labour 

1232  

Peter Whittle 
Conservative 

1355 

Alexander Wilson 
Conservative 

1492 
ELECTED 

•Concerns over an upcoming 

review of rents on the council-

owned shopping parade on 

Old Dover Road were 

discussed at a meeting in July 

called by Labour councillor 

Alex Grant between traders, 

the council and Westcombe 

Society representatives.  

“I am urging the council to 

be very careful not to 

endanger small family-owned 

businesses on Old Dover Road 

when it reviews rents,” says 

Alex. “Residents are rightly 

keen to preserve the 

character of the 

parade.” 

 

•Consultation about 

possible changes to 
parking rules in the 
Westcombe Park area 
has begun, following a 
rise in complaints from residents—
especially in the streets near 
Westcombe Park station.  

Consultation on possible speed 
humps on St John’s Park (above), 
where there is a rat-running problem, 
is also about to start. 

Labour councillors are keen that 
parking restrictions should only be 
extended if there is a clear majority of 
residents in favour.  


