
Blackheath & Westcombe Park

News from your local Labour party

Apr/May 201 1

Rose

Save Our Nationwide Branches

The Labour Party in Greenwich is fighting
to keep Nationwide Building Society
branches open in our area. The building
society plans to close its Blackheath,
Greenwich, Woolwich and Lewisham
branches on 27 May. The closures wil l

leave no
branches
open within
the South
circular.

Original ly founded as part of the Co-
operative movement, the building society
claims it is 'Proud to be Different', and is
supposed to put its members before
profit.

Closing branches in South East London is
putting profit before people. Nationwide
is treating South East Londoners l ike
second-class citizens.

Nick Raynsford MP, who
called the closure plans
'shocking', launched
Labour's campaign against
the branch closures in
Parll iament on 1 8 March.

If you would l ike to help
fight the branch closures,
email jon.w@gmx.com
or write to Greenwich &
Woolwich Labour Party,
32 Woolwich Road, London SE1 0 OJU

Labour members
talking to Nationwide
members in Woolwich

Coalition cuts hit our Community
Labour in Greenwich is fighting to
protect the public services which help
people make ends meet from
Conservative-Liberal Democrat cuts.

The coalition government is cutting
Greenwich Labour council 's budget by at
least £60 mil l ion over the next four years.
This wil l mean increases in fees and
charges, a pay freeze for staff, and cuts to
services for young people. But the council
is trying to ensure the cuts don't hit the
most vulnerable.

The cuts wil l hit our neighbourhood.
Cuts to long-standing local organisations
l ike Age Exchange
and Blackheath
Halls have
become
unavoidable. But
Labour in
Greenwich is avoiding closing institutions
that sustain community l ife l ike libraries
or Children’s Centres. It is freezing
council tax, and has kept rent rises for
council tenants as low as possible.
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The hundreds of thousands of people
who marched through central London to
protest against the Conservative-Liberal
Democrat cuts to public services were
joined by a large number of people from
our neighbourhood. Here are some of
the reasons members of the local Labour
party marched.

"I marched because I
fear that  deep and
sudden cuts wil l
seriously damage the
public services my
family and I depend
on."

Margery Nzerem Beaconsfield Road

"I marched to tell the  coalition
government I don't want them  to cut the
funding for the services which we all
need, especial ly when there's an
alternative:   to build   skil ls and invest in
education  and jobs."

"And I marched to say Britain’s national
debt has been higher than it is now for
200 of the past 250 years. The scale of
these cuts aren't necessary."

Jo Van Den Broek Foyle Road

"I marched to protest against the damage
to our communities the government is
doing. The government is destroying
cherished national institutions l ike our
universities and the NHS. These cutswil l
make it harder to make ends meet. I
marched to tell this government they
need to put people before money."

Jon Wilson Coleraine Road

"I marched with Greenwich teachers
concerned that their work to help
children to reach their potential wil l be
undone by the reckless cuts the Tories
are  making. With   youth  unemployment at
a 20-year high, it's a no-brainer: now is
the time to invest in   young people's
services, not cut them to ribbons"

Alex Grant Labour council lor for
Blackheath Westcombe ward

"My family and I marched to send a
message against the unfairness of these
cuts and current policy. The cuts wil l
disproportionately affect the very
vulnerable in our society. Women wil l
have to pay a heavy price for the changes
coming to the NHS, public sector and
children services."

Denise Scott-MacDonald
Woodlands Heights

"I marched to show that I do
not agree with what the
Government is doing to our
country.   We need the NHS
and access to education.   You
have to stand up for everyone
and not only act when it affects you
personally. I think the number of people
that turned up speaks volumes."

Darren Gunner Kidbrooke Park Road.

Labour members
talking to Nationwide
members in Woolwich

Why we marched on March 26th



Cator Estate

Labour council lors met with the Cator
Estate committee to discuss plans for
new gating arrangements, and to ensure
council tenants get free access permits.

New Thomas Tallis School

After rebuilding the new Thomas Tall is
school should open this autumn. The
rebuilding was started under the Labour’s
Building Schools for the Future scheme.

Nick Raynsford MP and Labour council lor
Alex Grant visited the site before
Christmas and saw how the new sports
and teaching facil ities wil l be so much
better than the school’s old building.

Friends of Mycenae House

Gardens

A new “Friends” Group for Mycenae
House Gardens was launched at a packed
meeting in January attended by over 60
local residents. The council is consulting
the Friends group and other groups
about plans for a small playground in the
Gardens. Local famil ies have said for
some time they would benefit from a
new playground in the area. Currently,
the nearest play areas are at Greenwich
Park or East Greenwich Pleasaunce.

Paragon Potholes

The potholed road in front of the
Paragon has been resurfaced by
Lewsiham Council after lobbying by
residents and Cllr Alex Grant.

Maze Hill Width Restriction

Greenwich Council is hoping to obtain
English Heritage money to replace the
width restriction at the top of Maze Hil l
with a new timber gate, more in keeping
with the World Heritage site.

Money News
As part of our Fairness Campaign,
we've been talking to Blackheath and
Westcombe Park residents about the
difficulties making ends meet in these
tough times. The biggest issues are rising
prices for essentials l ike food and
transport and the lack of good local jobs.

We'l l talk to local business to see how we
can we can work together to help people
find work with local companies. We'l l
also be fighting against the Conservative
mayor of London's fare rises.

Watch this space for more details of our
campaigns. But if you want to get involved
contact us on the address overleaf.

In these difficult times, many people need
to borrow money to make ends meet.

The Greenwich Credit Union is a
good alternative to high interest lenders
or loan sharks - if you save a bit each
week, you can borrow up to three times
the amount you've deposted after two
months.

For savers, the credit union offers a
better rates of return than many saving
accounts.By saving with the Credit Union
you're money is safe - and you're helping
the local community instead of overpaid
city bankers.

For details see over the page.

Tell us what you think



Your Labour Team

Labour's elected representatives are here
to help - and to stand up on your behalf.

Advice

I f you need advice about money (or
anything else) there are lots of
organisations that offer special isated
support. Some are listed below:

Citizens Advice Bureau
0300 303 8080
greenwichcab@btopenworld.com

Greenwich Money Advice
020 831 7 334

Welfare Rights Service
020 8921 6375

Greenwich Credit Union
48 Thomas Street, Woolwich
020 8855 4344
www.greenwichcreditunion.co.uk

Tell us what you think

Low pay, debt, dog mess - we want to know what you think are the biggest issues in
our community. Please cut out and post the sl ip below to Greenwich Fairness
Campaign, 32 Woolwich Road, Freepost RLSB-KRGA-KRZU, London SE1 0.

Or email bwlabour@googlemail .com

Where do the biggest pressures on family l ife in our area come from?......................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................

What issues should the local Labour party focus on its campaigns?..........................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

You don't have to give us your contact details. But if you so, we'l l keep you in touch with our campaigns:

Name..................................................................................................................................................................................

Address.....................................................................................................................................................................................

Email Address.........................................................................................................................................................................

Alex Grant
Council lor for Blackheath Westcombe
alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk
020 8855 7292

Nick Raynsford MP
MP for Greenwich and Woolwich
nick.raynsford.mp@parliament.uk
020 721 9 5895

Len Duvall
Greater London Assembly member for
Greewich and Lewisham
len.duvall@london.gov.uk
020 7983 4408




