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New hope for the Gibb Memorial  
 

C

E-mail:

Alex.Grant@Greenwich.gov.uk

 

 

Alex Grant was elected as a Labour councillor for Vanbrugh  

ward in May 1998. He is a governor at Kidbrooke and John  

Roan schools, a member of Greenwich Community Health  

Council, a director of Blackheath Halls, and serves on the  

Greenwich Society’s public transport sub-committee and the  

Westcombe Society’s planning and environment committee.  

He is also on the committee of the Greenwich Housing  

Society, which provides accommodation in Blackheath for older people. Alex is 

playing an active part in the new neighbourhood housing panel and is chair of the 

borough-wide leaseholders’ forum. A 28 year-old journalist, he has lived on Glenluce 

Road with his family since 1980 and went to Invicta and Sherington primary schools. 

 
Dave Picton has been a councillor for Vanbrugh since 1998  

and previously represented Charlton ward. A former Council  

Leader and chair of education, he has been a Labour councillor  

in Greenwich for nearly 20 years and helped to get Greenwich  

Theatre reopened. 

Dave now chairs two regeneration boards, helping to  

stimulate new businesses on brownfield sites along the  

riverside. Dave also chairs a committee looking at the ‘public  

realm’ in the borough, with a pilot scheme in Plumstead which has brought more co-

operation between council departments and swifter removal of abandoned cars. Says 

Dave: “The environment in Blackheath is not as bad as elsewhere, but there are still 

serious problems like graffiti and scope for better maintenance of council estates. 

“Here in Vanbrugh, I have worked hard to ensure council housing receives the 

investment it needs, get the parking regime right and improve public transport, as has 

Alex Grant. I think Alex is one of the best new councillors we have in Greenwich.”    

Contact your local Labour councillors 

Contact the local Labour Party 

I/We would like to see Nick Raynsford MP. Please call me with surgery details.    

I/We would like to join the Labour Party. Please send me a membership pack.        

Name………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone…………… ……E-mail address (if applicable)……………………….…... 

Please cut this panel out and return to Greenwich and Woolwich Labour 
Party, 32 Woolwich Road, Greenwich SE10. We will get in touch soon. 

Contact us: We hold advice surgeries at Mycenae House on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday 

of each month, 7-9pm. No appointment is necessary, and anyone with comments or 

complaints about any local issue is welcome. Alternatively, you can write to us at 

Town Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW, call us on 020 8853 0367 (Cllr 

Grant) or 020 8858 4942 (Cllr Picton), or e-mail Alex.Grant@Greenwich.gov.uk. 

A new lick of paint for the garages at 

the back of Dornberg Close and 

Schofield Walk, off Charlton Road, is 

just one example of action by the 

council to improve the local 

environment in Blackheath. 

Other problems being tackled include:  

The underpass between Siebert Road 

and Bramshot Avenue, which could be 

re-landscaped by the Groundwork Trust 

(a site visit is due in April) 

Gates to Woodlands and Mycenae 

House, which are due for repair 

Station Crescent, which is Connex’s 

responsibility, where councillors are 

asking for better street cleaning 

“All the surveys show that people 

think graffiti, litter and the like are 

among the biggest problems in this 

area,” says Labour Party member Annie 

Keys. “It’s vital that the council takes 

action.”  The council already supplies 

anti-graffiti materials to community 

Already, the council is providing 

graffiti-cleaning materials to the 

Westcombe and Greenwich societies,  

and cleaning graffiti off council 

property as soon as possible. 
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Charlton Road garages repainted 
groups, and cleans graffiti off its own 

property as fast as possible. Labour 

councillors have also set up Greenwich 

Business Against Graffiti, whereby shops 

only sell marker pens and spray paint to 

under-16s if accompanied by an adult. 

Is there a local eyesore that you think 

needs to be cleaned up? Labour 

councillors want to hear from you. See 

back page for details of how to contact us. 
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Cleaning up our local eyesores 

Vanbrugh ward: Cllr Alex Grant, tel 020 8853 0367, e-mail 

alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk; Cllr Dave Picton, tel 8858 4942.  

Surgeries: Mycenae House Community Centre, Mycenae Road SE3, 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Friday of each month, 7-9pm. 

Ferrier ward: Cllr Mavis Best, tel 020 8921 5047; Cllr Debbie Smith, tel 8859 2175.  

Surgeries: Tenants’ Hall, Brook Lane SE3, 1
st
 Saturday of each month, 11.15-12.15, 

or Meadowside Leisure Centre, Tudway Rd, every Saturday (on rota), 11.15-12.15. 

In writing: Greenwich Council, Town Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW 

 Council tax rise held down 
Greenwich’s council tax is set at £953 

for Band D this year: an increase of 

4.6%, the sixth lowest rise in London.  

Most of the increase is in the “GLA 

precept” imposed by the Mayor of 

London, Ken Livingstone. Labour GLA 

members resisted some of his spending 

rises but backed plans for 1,000 more 

police in London. In contrast, the Tories 

argued for a £19m cut in police budgets. 

Labour councillors have voted to raise 

the Greenwich part of the tax by only 

2.5%, which will help to fund more 

Social Services spending and an above-

inflation pay rise for teachers.  

Band D council tax is now £7.27 lower 

than four years ago, without the GLA 

precept. Since 1998 Greenwich has 

fallen from the second highest council 

tax in London to the sixteenth-highest. 

New boundaries for Blackheath 
Blackheath is currently split between three wards: 

Blackheath ward (covering the area from the Cator 

Estate northwards to St John’s Park), Vanbrugh 

ward (the Westcombe Park area) and Ferrier ward 

(covering the area from Shooter’s Hill Road south-

wards along Kidbrooke Park Road to the Ferrier 

estate). However, after boundary commission changes 

in May all of Vanbrugh and the northern part of Ferrier 

and Blackheath wards will be covered by a new three-

member ward, called Blackheath Westcombe. 
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Read more online at www.blackheathlabour.org.uk 
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