
Extra £1m for policing 

Greenwich’s Labour council  

has voted to give £1 million 

towards a new borough-

wide police team to help 

combat youth crime. 

The money, matched by £1.5 
million from the Metropolitan 
Police, was agreed in May 
because of residents’ fear of youth 
crime and anti-social behaviour.  

Both the introduction of “Safer 
Neighbourhood” police teams in 
every community in London, and 
the new  money to tackle youth 
crime in the borough, were 
opposed by the Tories.  

It was only lobbying from Labour 

councillors in Greenwich that 
ensured that a team started in 
Blackheath Westcombe ward in 
2006, a year earlier than planned.  

This new investment is already 
paying off.  

Violent crime and robberies are 
down year-on-year, both in 
Greenwich as a whole and locally 
in Blackheath Westcombe ward, 
where there has also been a 23% 
fall in burglaries from last year’s 
relatively high level. 

To contact your local police team 
call 020 8721 2635 or email 
blackheath.westcombe.snt@met. 
police. In an emergency, always 
call 999. 

The Rose 

A message from 

Len Duvall  

I am very grateful to 
the people of 
Greenwich and  
Lewisham for re-
electing me on May 
1st as your London 
Assembly Member.  

I will work hard to represent you, 
whether you supported me or not, 
and do my best to improve life for 
everyone who lives here.  

The Labour group at the London 
Assembly has gone straight back 
to work at City Hall, holding the 
new Mayor to account and 
continuing to build on our previous 
successes. Although politically I 
may now be viewed as 'in 
opposition', I will support the new 
Mayor when he gets things right. 
But if I believe that he is doing 
things that would be harmful to our 
area then I will speak out.  

The London Assembly also 
investigates issues of importance 
to Londoners – the police, fire and 
emergency services, major 
developments and transport. So if 
you have any concerns or 
complaints about these matters 
then please do get in touch—my 
details are on the back page. 

Read more online at www.gwlp.org 

News from the Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe ward September 2008 

Local Labour councillor Alex Grant has 
met with residents of Woodlands Heights, 
off Vanbrugh Hill, and the developers of 
new flats on Restell Close alongside to 
discuss concerns about noisy building 
work and the loss of trees.  

The developers have agreed to abide by 
the hours of construction laid down by its 
planning permission, and relandscape the 
area around the entrance to the site. 

A planning application for the 

redevelopment of the Ferrier 

estate is about to be submitted by 

Berkeley Homes. A decision on 

the application for about 4,400 

homes on the site is due by 

Christmas, after consultation this 

autumn.   

Greenwich Council has reached 
agreement with many of the traders on 
Old Dover Road and finally concluded 
their rent reviews.  

Although the rent rises are much lower 
than feared, an all-party review, chaired 
by local Labour councillor Alex Grant, has 
recommended that ‘upward-only’ rent 
reviews on such council-owned parades 
be reformed, and take place less often. 

In brief………………………………………………………………………… 



Labour in action 

Alex Grant, 

Labour 

councillor for 

Blackheath 

Westcombe 

ward 

 

In writing: Greenwich Council, Town 

Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich,  
London SE18 6PW 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 

Email: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 

Surgeries:  

1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm, 

Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road SE3; 

2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm,  

Community Hall, Richmount Gardens  
(off Brooklands Park SE3); 

3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm,  

St James' Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park 
Road SE3  
 

Your local  

Labour representatives 

Nick Raynsford, 

Labour MP for 

Greenwich and 

Woolwich 

 
 
 

In writing: House of Commons,  

London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 020 7219 5895 

Email: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 

Surgeries:  

Nick holds six surgeries each month in the 
area. Please call number above to register 
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Len Duvall, 

Labour London 

Assembly 

Member for 

Greenwich and 

Lewisham 

 

In writing: City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, 

London SE1A 2AA 

Tel: 020 7983 4408 

Email: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 

Tory councillors in Black-

heath Westcombe ward 

have been reprimanded by 

Greenwich Council’s 

standards watchdog after 

using council notepaper to 

write letters to hundreds of 

residents in the 

Westcombe Park area last 

December, attacking 

Labour councillors.  

This was in breach of the 
councillors’ code of conduct which 
says that council resources must 
only be used for council business, 
not party political campaigning.  

The Tories have been warned 
that a repeat could see them 
referred to the national Standards 
Board.  

Tories rapped for 

misusing council 

resources 

In brief……………. 

A clearer idea of what the 

equestrian events in Greenwich 

Park at the 2012 Olympics might 

look like has emerged, with 

reassurances that no trees will 

be felled and any closure 

minimised. Labour wants to see 

all park users fully consulted by 

the Olympics organisers before 

a decision on the planning 

application for the events is 

taken next year. 

Greenwich Council has heeded 
concerns over aircraft noise over 
Blackheath and joined the “2M” group of 
councils opposed to Heathrow 
expansion.  

The council has also said that any 
expansion of London City Airport must 
be accompanied by a plan to phase out 
the noisiest planes that use the airport. 

ON HOUSING 

Greenwich’s  

Labour 

council is to 

put in more  

entryphones 

on blocks on 

Chiswell 

Square and Brook Lane, 

after concerns from 

residents about security. 

The council has also launched 
a renovation programme on 
dozens of street properties in the  
Westcombe Park area. Nick 
Raynsford MP and local Labour 
councillor Alex Grant (above) 
have got the council to double-
check whether all the work to 
windows and roofs is strictly 
necessary, and in many cases 
leaseholders’ bills have been 
reduced as a result. 

ON OUR 

STREETS 

Improvements 

around West-

combe Park 

station were 

completed in 

July.  

The council-funded work to 
improve lighting, resurface the 
area north of the station, and tidy 
up the corner of Westcombe Hill 
and Station Crescent, had been 
strangled by railway red tape for 
two years until Nick Raynsford 
MP and Labour councillor Alex 
Grant met with railway managers 
in January to pass on residents’ 
concerns about the delay. 

Nick and Alex are also pressing 
Thames Water to finally deal with 
their leak further up Westcombe 
Hill and pay for the road to be 
resurfaced. 


