
Tory transport and 

housing cuts loom 

New Mayor of London 

Boris Johnson has 

cancelled a host of new 

transport projects, 

scrapped the proposed 

£25 congestion charge 

for the most polluting 

vehicles, and pushed 

through inflation-busting 

fare increases. 

Single bus fares have just 
gone up from 90p to £1 even 
with an Oyster Card—an 
increase of over 10%. 

Here in Greenwich, the new 
Mayor has also: 
•axed the proposed Thames 
Gateway Bridge between 
Thamesmead and Beckton, 
which would have relieved 
pressure on the congested 
Blackwall Tunnel 
•cut later phases of 
Greenwich Waterfront 
Transit, a new fast bus lane 
from Greenwich to Woolwich 

via North Greenwich. 
Although the Woolwich 

Arsenal extension of the DLR 
was too far advanced to be 
cut by the new Mayor and has 
just opened, a further DLR 
extension north of the river 
has been axed, as have tram 
schemes in central London 
and Croydon. 

“London needs these 
projects to boost its economy. 
All Londoners will suffer 
thanks to the Mayor’s short-
sightedness and lack of 
ambition,” says Labour 
London Assembly member 
Len Duvall (above). 

And just as the credit 
crunch means that affordable 
homes are in greater need 
than ever, the Tory mayor 
seems set to allow Tory 
councils to cut the numbers 
built. The Mayor has set a 
target of 50,000 affordable 
new homes in London—but 
only 15,000 in Tory boroughs. 

The Rose 

Kidbrooke Park Road gets 

connected  

A new bus link to North Greenwich 

tube is one new service to survive 

the Tory cuts. 

The 132 route has just been extended 
northwards from Eltham to the Sun-In-Sands 
roundabout and then non-stop to Sainsbury’s 
and North Greenwich, giving the Kidbrooke 
Park Road area a bus link to the tube and 02 
for the first time, and relieving pressure on 
the busy 286 route. The new service will run 
up Rochester Way northbound and down 
Kidbrooke Park Road southbound.  

Len Duvall, Labour councillor Alex Grant 
and MPs Nick Raynsford and Clive Efford 
had urged London Buses for years to 
improve links from Kidbrooke to North 
Greenwich. The 132 extension was agreed 
before the Tories won City Hall last May. 

On the trains  

Labour has been campaigning with 

passengers for years to keep peak-

time Charing Cross trains on the 

Greenwich line, since off-peak 

trains from Maze Hill and 

Westcombe Park stations were 

stopped a few years ago.  

Although the rebuilding of London Bridge 
will mean that all Greenwich line trains will 
eventually have to run to and from Cannon 
Street, SouthEastern Railway has promised 
that Charing Cross trains are being kept on 
at rush hours until 2010 at least, and that 
there will be easier inter-change at London 
Bridge afterwards. From December 2009 
there will also be more Cannon Street trains 
during rush hours, and off-peak trains on the 
Greenwich line will be increased from four to 
six trains an hour in each direction.  

Alex Grant and Nick Raynsford MP met 
with the railway in January to urge them to 
keep these promises. 

Read more online at www.gwlp.org 
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Alex Grant, 

Labour councillor 

for Blackheath 

Westcombe ward 

 

 

 

 

In writing: Greenwich Council, Town 

Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich,  
London SE18 6PW 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 

Email: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 

 

Surgeries:  

1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm, 

Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road SE3; 

2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm,  

Community Hall, Richmount Gardens (off 
Brooklands Park SE3); 

3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm,  

St James' Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park 
Road SE3  
 

Your local Labour team 

Nick Raynsford, 

Labour MP for 

Greenwich and 

Woolwich 

 
 
 

In writing: House of Commons,  

London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 020 7219 5895 

Email: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 

 

Surgeries:  

Nick holds six surgeries each month in the 
area. Please call number above to register 

ON THE HEATH 

Greenwich’s Labour 

council has got together 

with Lewisham to install 

four new welcome maps 

for users of Blackheath.  

The smart new signs are by 
Prince of Wales Pond, the Gibb 
Memorial, the main gates to 
Greenwich Park, and All Saint’s 
Church. They replace shabby old 

noticeboards which were 15 
years old. 

“The new maps are a big 
improvement and were designed 
with help from members the 
Blackheath Joint Working Party 
[BJWP] ,” says Cllr Alex Grant, 
vice-chair of the BJWP, which 
brings together the two councils, 
the Blackheath and Westcombe 
societies, and other local groups. 

The two councils and the 
BJWP are working together on a 
bid for “Green Flag” award for the 
Heath, while Greenwich helped 
persuade Lewisham not to cut its 
funding for the fireworks in 2009. 

Local Tory councillors have 
been invited to BJWP meetings in 
recent years, but have never 
turned up. 
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Len Duvall, 

Labour London 

Assembly 

Member for 

Greenwich and 

Lewisham 

 

In writing: City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, 

London SE1A 2AA 

Tel: 020 7983 4408 

Email: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 

In brief………………………………………… 























The relocation of John Roan 

School to a new site on the 

Greenwich Peninsula has moved 

a step closer. The new building 

(above) got planning permission 

in 2007 but the move has been 

delayed by the gasholder nearby, 

which needs to be reduced in 

capacity or decommissioned 

before the new school can open. 

The gasholder’s owner, Scotia 

Gas Networks, has now begun 

an urgent feasibility study of 

how to decommission it.  

The school achieved its best 

results for 25 years last summer.   

Fifty percent of pupils got five 

good GCSEs in 2008, up from 

46% in 2007. 

Hundreds of residents heard 

more about plans for Olympic 

events in Greenwich at a public 

meeting on December 4th.   

“Lord Coe made it clear that 

Greenwich Park will not be 

damaged by the equestrian 

events, so we can all look 

forward to a magnificent summer 

of sport in 2012 and all the 

economic benefits that will flow 

from hosting the Olympics,” says 

Nick Raynsford MP.  

Nick Raynsford MP and Labour 
councillor Alex Grant are pressing 
SouthEastern Railway to start work on 
the lift to the London-bound platform at 
Blackheath station (above). The new lift 
is funded and has got planning 
permission, and work was due to start in 
2008 but was delayed by a property 
dispute. 

Labour in action 


