
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In brief………. 
The council is bidding to 
the Mayor of London for a 
package of traffic calming 
measures in the Westcombe 
Park and St John’s Park 
area, following pressure 
from Labour councillors. If 
the bid is successful, public 
consultation will follow. 
 

A new conservation area for 
the Westcombe Park area is 
in the pipeline, which will 
include the buildings around 
the green at the Standard for 
the first time.  

Meanwhile, a new rosebush 
has been planted on the 
corner of Charlton Road and 
Westcombe Hill, and an 
avenue of trees was planted 
on Old Dover Road last year, 
jointly funded by the council 
and the Westcombe Society. 
 

Greenwich Council has 
joined forces with 
Lewisham to support the 
Better Blackheath Project, 
which has won £135,000 
from English Heritage for 
new York Stone paving and 
better street furniture. 

“Blackheath Village badly 
needs a better environment 
for shoppers and visitors, at 
least as good as what we 
have achieved in Greenwich 
town centre,” says Cllr Alex 
Grant, one of the council’s 
representatives on the 
project. “The fact that it is 
split between two boroughs 
presents challenges which 
must be overcome.”  
 

 

Greenwich Council is 

spending £150m on its 

housing in the next five 

years. For the first 

time, spending can be 

planned this far ahead 

thanks to more 

government money. 

Thirteen new 

neighbourhood panels, 

each with ten tenant and 

one or two leaseholder 

reps, now have the say 

over how money in each 

area is spent in future.  

In Blackheath, the 

panels are now up and 

running. Already, new 

windows are due to be 

installed on Pond Close 

and Fulthorp Road, and 

200 homes on the 

Kidbrooke Park Estate.  

By 2006 every council 

home in Blackheath will 

have central heating, and 

most will have new 

windows. ‘Introductory 

tenancies’ will make it 

easier to move anti-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Westcombe Court 
social tenants within six 

months if they are a 

nuisance to neighbours. 

Turnaround of empty 

flats and houses is im-

proving and the number 

of empty properties is at 

its lowest since the 70s.   

 “By giving tenants 

more of a say over how 

money is spent, the 

money is being spent 

more wisely,” says local 

tenant Matthew Stiles. 

On the Ferrier, a major 

redevelopment to 

transform the estate is 

planned, in consultation 

with tenants and nearby 

communities.   

 

  

A fair deal for 
council tenants and 
leaseholders 

Blackheath is currently split between three 

wards: Blackheath ward (which covers the area 

from the Cator Estate northwards to St John’s 

Park) Vanbrugh ward (the Westcombe Park 

area) and Ferrier ward (covering the area from 

Shooter’s Hill Road southwards along 

Kidbrooke Park Road to the Ferrier Estate).  

However, after boundary changes this May all of 

Vanbrugh and the northern part of Ferrier and 

Blackheath wards will be covered by a new ward, 

called Blackheath Westcombe. See back page for 

details of Labour councillors in the area, and how 

to contact them. 

Know your wards 

Connex: why are 
we waiting?    

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

In brief………. 
For the second year running, 
Labour councillors in 
Greenwich have voted to give 
more support to Blackheath 
Halls.  

Until two years ago the 
council gave the Halls a grant 
of £50,000 a year. This now 
stands at £75,000 a year. The 
council also supported the 
Halls’ successful bid to the 
Arts Council’s Recovery 
Programme, which will give 
them more financial stability in 
the next few years, and allow 
more work with local schools. 
 

A new ‘Greenwich 
Businesses Against Graffiti’ 
scheme has started. Local 
shops will be asked to stock 
pens and spray cans more 
securely and only sell them 
to under-16s if accompanied 
by an adult. In return, shops 
will get more support from 
the council in removing 
graffiti from their premises. 

 
 
 
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

Anyone who travels by 

train knows that 

Connex needs to 

improve, even if the 

Jubilee line and DLR 

now offer alternative 

routes into London. 

Labour councillors 

recently met with 

Connex and told 

managers they must 

improve their services. 

Connex have now 

promised to provide 

monthly information on 

reliability for each line. 

New rolling stock is 

promised in the longer 

term, and we are 

insisting that there is 

more capacity overall.  

Labour councillors 

have long argued that 

Westcombe Park and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 

Maze Hill stations 

should never have lost 

their off-peak Charing 

Cross trains, which 

still serve Blackheath 

station. On the 

Greenwich line, only 

semi-express trains 

now go to Charing 

Cross, without 

stopping at “minor” 

stations. 

In 1999, we arranged 

a meeting between 

passengers and 

Connex managers after 

they changed the trains 

without consultation.  

Connex have now said 

it might restore the 

trains – in 2003. We 

are pushing for them 

to be brought back 

sooner.  

 

More buses for Blackheath 
London Buses plan a 

new route linking 

Blackheath Village and 

Greenwich for the first 

time, after lobbying by 

Labour councillors and 

local societies.  
The bus would go 

from  

from North Greenwich 

to the town centre via 

Sainsbury’s, then south 

to the Village and on to 

the Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital. After public 

consultation, the bus 

could start this autumn.   


