
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In brief………. 
More trees have just been 
planted on Old Dover Road 
near Blackheath Library. The 
planting, jointly funded by 
the Westcombe Society and 
the council and backed by 
Vanbrugh ward councillor 
Alex Grant, started in 2000 
and has given the shopping 
street trees for the first time. 
 

Greenwich’s Labour council 
has plans to further improve its 
record on waste and recycling.  

The council has led the way 
in minimising landfill by using 
the SELCHP incinerator in 
Lewisham, one of the most 
environmentally friendly in the 
UK. 48,000 residents now have 
access to a kerbside paper 
recycling scheme and another 
24,000 will be able to join later 
this year. 7,000 residents can 
now put 'green waste' in a 
special bin to go to Woodlands 
Farm for composting, and soon 
another 7,000 will sign up. 
Already, kerbside recycling 
rates are above the national 
average.  

Some 50 per cent of the 
waste received at the council 
dump on Nathan Way is now 
recycled, and Labour 
councillors are working with 
Cleanaway to open a Materials 
Recycling Facility to sort paper, 
glass, cans, plastics and 
textiles, which could start 
running in 2003.  

Back in Blackheath, Tory 
councillors tried to block plans 
for more glass, can and paper 
banks in the Standard area. 
 

 

All over Blackheath, 

housing is being re-

roofed, redecorated or 

having new windows 

or central heating 

fitted, thanks to the 

council’s £150m 5-year 

spending programme. 

Flats and houses on 

Chiswell Square and 

Brook Lane are 

currently having new 

windows fitted, and 

central heating will be 

installed in 2003-04. 

Mandeville Close gets 

new windows in 2002-

03, as will the Pond 

Road estate. Combe 

Avenue and Combe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Matthew Stiles: ‘not 
a moment too soon’ 
Mews have had lighting 

improved, and will get 

new windows next 

year. “The investment 

is badly needed and is 

not a moment too 

soon,” says local tenant 

Matthew Stiles. 

 

Labour’s housing 

investment kicks in 

 

 

Public transport: a 
top priority 

says Blackheath resident 
Nick Raynsford MP  

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

In brief………. 
The Greenwich Development 
Agency has agreed in principle 
to fund the restoration of the 
Blackheath Gate area. Starting 
this spring, the Heathkeeper’s 
Lodge will be restored and 
used to house a member of 
the council’s Parks staff. Work 
on Folly Pond, new signage, 
and a re-landscaping of the 
donkey ride and Duke 
Humphrey Road will follow. 

“Everyone in Blackheath will 
be very pleased that all the red 
tape has been cut through to 
allow the lodge to be brought 
back into use,” says Cllr Alex 
Grant, chair of the Blackheath 
Gate Working Party which has 
helped to develop the plans. 
 

The future of the 
Greenwich Peninsula seems 
to have been secured, with 
plans to create an entertain-
ment venue in the Dome, 
5,000 homes and up to 
20,000 new jobs. A new 
Greenwich Peninsula 
Partnership, including 
community groups and 
councillors, will keep local 
people in touch. 
  

Local Labour councillor Mavis 
Best has been awarded an 
MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List. “The award isn’t 
just for me but for the borough 
as a whole and our efforts to 
work together for better 
community relations,” says 
Mavis, who represents Ferrier 
ward which covers the 
Kidbrooke Park Road area. 

 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

Like so many other 

people in the area, I 

know from personal 

experience how 

important it is to 

improve our public 

transport. 

The rail service both 

from Blackheath station 

and on the Greenwich 

line remains far from 

satisfactory. Along with 

Councillor Alex Grant I 

have made frequent and 

repeated representations 

to Connex about the 

continuing problems of 

delays, unreliability, 

and the lack of off-peak 

trains to Charing Cross.  

I have been in regular 

touch with colleagues 

in government to press 

for more investment in 

the network. Tackling 

the bottleneck at 

London Bridge, which 

affects so many 

services, is vital.    

The Jubilee Line, 

when working properly, 

provides an excellent 

and fast service into 

central London. But 

despite some progress 

in improving the 

signals, gaps between 

trains are still longer 

than originally planned. 

 

The public-private 

partnership for the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 

  

 

Safer streets – and better 

bus services  

Greenwich Council 

has been successful in 

its bid to the Mayor of 

London for £150,000 

for road safety 

measures in and 

around Westcombe 

Park from 2003 

onwards. The money 

could be spent on a 

20mph zone, depending 

on the outcome of 

public consultation this 

year. In the meantime, 

Invicta Road is being 

made safer for parents 

to walk children to the 

primary school there. 

 

London Buses has 

also listened to calls 

from local societies and 

Labour councillors for 

better bus links to 

Greenwich Peninsula 

and between Greenwich 

and Blackheath Village. 

A new route, running 

from North Greenwich 

to Greenwich town 

centre via Sainsbury’s, 

then south to the 

Village and on to the 

Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital, could start this 

autumn after public 

consultation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

below what was or 

 

The public-private 

partnership for the 

London Underground 

holds out the prospect 

of £16 billion 

investment over the 

next 15 years.  The 

Jubilee Line in 

particular will benefit - 

capacity is to be 

increased by 22% over 

the next ten years. 

In recent years 

Greenwich has 

benefited from the 

Jubilee Line, the 

Docklands Light 

Railway extension to 

Lewisham, and the 

introduction of more 

modern buses to North 

Greenwich tube. 

But there is still a 

great deal more to do.  

Along with the active 

involvement of our 

local councillors I will 

continue to press for the 

necessary investment. 
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