
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In brief...................................... 

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

Tell SRA your views, 
says Nick Raynsford 

 
Anti-social behaviour and 
crime are real concerns in 
Blackheath Westcombe. One 
elderly resident recently told 
me of the nuisance caused 
by young people outside her 
home. I have asked the 
council to look at security 
measures for the properties 
and asked the police to 
increase their presence. 

The quality of the postal 
service is also giving serious 
cause for concern. I have 
written to the chief executive of 
Royal Mail highlighting the 
problems of late deliveries, no 
deliveries, and mail being 
delivered incorrectly.       

Local rail services remain a 
big issue, despite some 
improvements in reliability. The 
latest proposal to route all 
trains from several stations on 
the Greenwich line to Cannon 
Street has annoyed many 
people. I raised this at a recent 
meeting with the managing 
director of SE Trains and 
pointed out that a significant 
number of people will be 
adversely affected by such a 
dramatic alteration to services.  

So I would urge anyone 
with an interest in local rail 
services to send your views 
to Ms J Nixon, Consultation 
Manager (Integrated Kent 
Franchise), Strategic Rail 
Authority, 55 Victoria Street, 
London SW1H 0EU. 
 
Rt Hon Nick Raynsford is MP 
for Greenwich & Woolwich  
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 
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Woodlands should 
have a new tenant 
later this year follow-
ing the departure of 
the local history 
library and art 
gallery. The council 
is now negotiating to 
give the Vanbrugh 
Community Assoc-
iation a long lease on 
Mycenae House next 
door, giving it a more 
secure future as a 
community centre. 
 

A new tenants’ and 
leaseholders’ 
association is being 
set up on Dornberg 
Close and Schofield 
Walk, with help from 
local Labour councillor 
Annie Keys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 3G upgrade of the 
phone mast on the 
top of Westcombe 
Court on Westcombe 
Park Road has been 
halted until an 
independent survey 
of the health impact 
is carried out. 
Labour councillors 
have also asked that 
consultation on such 
masts be improved. 
 

228 bus still needed, 
says Len Duvall  
 

Firstly, thank you to every-
one who voted in the London 
Assembly elections in June. 
It’s important that people use 
their vote and it’s good news 
that the BNP did not win a 
seat. I am proud to be back 
representing Greenwich and 
Lewisham at the GLA. 

Improving public transport 
remains a high priority for me. I 
intend to continue lobbying for 
a review of the 228 bus, whose 
introduction was dropped at the 
last minute due to financial 
uncertainties. This was very 
disappointing, as currently bus 
services on the Peninsula are 
not good enough. The 228 
would also provide a much-
needed service between 
Blackheath Village and 
Greenwich town centre. 

TfL have promised to review 
their decision on route 228 
once the financial position for 
2005-06 and beyond is clearer. 
I will be reminding them of this 
commitment. 

Another problem is the 286, 
which generally runs fairly well 
except in the evening peak. 
The route is particularly liable 
to congestion in Greenwich or 
on the A2. I have alerted TfL to 
the frustration this causes and 
they have assured me they will 
take action to try to cut delays. 

 
Len Duvall OBE is Labour 
London Assembly Member 

for Greenwich & Lewisham 

Save our Charing X 
trains, SRA told 
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Greenwich Cinema in 
Greenwich town 
centre should reopen 
in 2005 now that new 
operator City Screens 
has signed a lease 
with the council, which 
owns the building’s 
freehold. 
Refurbishment work 
will start soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More benches and 
newly planted trees 
have arrived at the 
Royal Standard 
interchange, in 
response to a study 
last year on how the 
area could be 
improved. Greenwich 
Council is now 
seeking funding for 
more improvements. 
 

A new gate from 
Halstow Road to East 
Greenwich 
Pleasaunce has just 
been opened, giving 
Westcombe Park area 
residents much better 
access to the park. 
Councillors agreed the 
gate as a planning 
condition on the 
homes recently built 
alongside. 
 
 

Nick Raynsford MP, 

Len Duvall and Labour 

councillors are fiercely 

opposing plans to axe 

all Charing Cross trains 

from three stations on 

the Greenwich line. 

The Strategic Rail 

Authority has proposed 

that while the Blackheath 

line may get more trains, 

a new operator would be 

allowed to route all trains 

from Westcombe Park, 

Maze Hill and Green-

wich to Cannon Street. 

Passengers would have to 

change at London Bridge 

to reach Charing Cross. 

“Although there may 

be no change until 2007, 

we are very concerned 

that Charing Cross trains 
 

 
 

might be cut further,” 

says Cllr Alex Grant. 

On a brighter note, 

maintenance at 

Westcombe Park has 

improved following a 

site meeting between SE 

Trains, residents and 

Labour councillors.  
And the path from 

Vanbrugh Hill to Maze 

Hill station should soon 

be improved by the 

Restell Close developers. 

Calling ‘time’ in the Village 

The police, Greenwich 

and Lewisham councils 

and a new Blackheath 

Village Residents’ 

Group are working on 

a plan to tackle anti-

social behaviour. 

“Most of the Village is 

in the borough of 

Lewisham, and we are 

working closely with our 

colleagues there to tackle 
problems at pub closing 
time,” says Cllr Alex 

Grant, who went to a 

BVRG meeting in May. 

Meanwhile Lewisham 

have just started consult-

ation on a 20mph speed 

limit in the Village. 

Kidbrooke Parade on 

Rochester Way is being 

included in a study of 

local shopping parades 

by the SGRA. 

We hope the parade’s 

problems with security, 

traffic restrictions and 

fly-tipping can now be 

tackled once and for all. 

 

 

 

 

 


