
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gibb shows the way 

to a better Heath 

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

Connex will not  
be mourned, says  
Nick Raynsford MP  
 
Few people will regret the 
decision by the Strategic 
Rail Authority to sack 
Connex. For years, long-
suffering residents of 
Blackheath and Greenwich 
have had to put up with an 
unacceptably poor standard 
of service on local trains. 

Labour councillors and I 
have repeatedly pressed 
Connex to improve its service. 
We have highlighted a range 
of failings, including 
incompetent local manage-
ment as well as poor reliability 
of trains. 

While other transport 
services, such as local buses 
and the Jubilee Line from 
North Greenwich, have 
responded positively and 
shown real improvements in 
recent years, Connex has 
failed lamentably to get a grip. 

The SRA has clearly grown 
as exasperated as the rest of 
us at their failure, despite 
receiving substantial amounts 
of public money. So I welcome 
the SRA’s decision to end the 
Connex franchise and bring in 
a new management team in 
the New Year. 

In the meantime, we will 
need to remain vigilant to 
ensure that over the next six 
months Connex do not allow 
things to get any worse. I will 
be keeping a close watch. 

  
Rt Hon Nick Raynsford is MP 
for Greenwich and Woolwich 
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

Work on restoring the 

Gibb Memorial has 

begun, jointly funded 

by Greenwich 

Council, the lottery 

and £9,500 of private 

donations and proof 

that Labour means 

business on the Heath. 

“The Tories opposed 

the lottery bid and said 

the council should fund 

all the work, but failed 

to suggest how,” says 

Cllr Annie Keys. “If 

we’d listened to them 

the memorial would 

still be decaying now.” 

Transport for 

London have also just 

said they will put in a 

‘green man’ crossing at 

the dangerous junction    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 
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In brief.......... 

 

Final consultation 
on the Kidbrooke 
Vision Masterplan  
– the redevelopment 
of the Ferrier estate 
– has begun. Labour 
councillors have 
ensured that Cator 
Estate residents can 
have their say by 
getting the council 
to hold a public 
meeting at St 
Michael’s church on 
July 12

th
. A decision 

on the plan is due 
this autumn. 
 
 

Olympics are a safe 
bet, says Len Duvall  
 
Confirmation that London 
will bid for the Olympics in 
2012 is good news, but we 
must ensure we get it right. 

This is a great opportunity to 
bring brownfield sites into 
community use and improve 
transport. As a member of the 
London Assembly’s culture, 
sport and tourism committee I 
want to ensure that the bid 
leaves a legacy for all, not just 
a sporting élite. 

On policing, there are now 
28,602 officers in London - 
more than ever before. This 
year an extra 1,000 officers 
have been recruited, 600 of 
them allocated to boroughs. 
Greenwich has gained 29 
officers in the past two years.  

Finally, I welcome the grant-
ing of the planning application 
for the Peninsula, despite the 
late intervention of the Mayor. 
Greenwich Council has 
secured 10,010 homes, 4,100 
of them affordable or low-cost 
homes, as well as a 26,000-
seat arena, up to 24,000 new 
jobs, substantial transport 
investment and about £50m 
for schools, health and other 
services. Greenwich is to be 
congratulated on this excellent 
deal for local people. 
 
Len Duvall OBE is London 
Assembly Member for 
Greenwich and Lewisham 
and a former Leader of 
Greenwich Council 

 
 

 
 

Connex’s franchise 
hits the buffers 
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of Shooter’s Hill Road 

and Stratheden Road this 

October, rather than wait 

until they resurface part 

of the A2 on the Heath in 

spring 2004. 

After pressure from 

Greenwich Labour 

councillors, several pot-

holed roads on 

Lewisham’s side of the 

Heath (South Row, 

Paragon Place and Duke 

Humphrey Road) will be 

resurfaced in 2003-04. 

Greenwich Council 
has refused the 
planning application 
for a restaurant in the 
Barclays building at 
the Standard. If the 
freeholder appeals the 
council will argue that 
a mixture of uses, 
including banks, must 
be kept in the area. 
 

Doorstep collection 
of plastic, metal and 
glass will start in 
Blackheath next 
year, thanks to the 
council’s Materials 
Recycling Facility. 
 

Connex will be stripped 

of its franchise to run 

rail services in south 

London by the end of 

2003, under new powers 

granted by the Labour 

government. 

“Although the trains 

got a little more reliable 

last year, the Strategic 

Rail Authority has 

understandably lost faith 

in Connex management,” 

says Cllr Alex Grant, 

who commutes on the 

Greenwich line.  

“This is good news but 

Connex’s demise must 

not delay work to Maze 

Hill station, where they 

have virtually abandoned 

maintenance in the last 

two years. Connex has  

 

 

The restoration of 
the Gibb Memorial on 
the Heath will start by 
May, having been 
delayed by being 
listed grade II. “While 
the listing is good 
news it means the 
council has to wait for 
listed building consent 
to be cleared by the 
government,” says 
Alex Grant. “We need 
to get a move on.” 
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London Buses have 
increased the 
frequency of the 386 
route from three buses 
an hour to four, and 
wants to merge the 
178 and 278 to give 
Kidbrooke Park Road 
new links to the Q.E. 
Hospital, Lee Green 
and Lewisham in 
2004. The new 228 
route from Blackheath 
Village to Greenwich 
town centre should 
finally start early next 
year, they say. 
 

A crackdown on 
crime on the 53 bus 
route, which passes 
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The restoration of 
the Gibb Memorial 
on the Heath will 
start by May, having 
been delayed by 
being listed grade II. 
“While the listing is 
good news it means 
the council has to 
wait for listed 
building consent to 
be cleared by the 
government,” says 
Alex Grant. “W” 

given a written promise 

to refurbish Maze Hill 

‘as soon as possible’ and 

must keep their word.”  

In 1999 Connex 

brought in a new time-

table, without any 

consultation, which left 

Westcombe Park and 

Maze Hill without any 

Charing Cross trains 

outside rush hours.  

Labour councillors will 

ask the new operator to 

reinstate them at last. 

More pavements 
near the station in 
Blackheath Village 
will be repaved with 
York Stone in July 
and August, jointly 
funded by Greenwich 
and Lewisham 
Councils and English 
Heritage. A new 
20mph speed limit in 
the village may also 
be introduced after 
public consultation. 
 

  


