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New hope for the Gibb Memorial  
 

C 

 

Alex Grant was elected as a Labour councillor for Vanbrugh  

ward in May 1998. He is a governor at Kidbrooke and John  

Roan schools, a member of Greenwich Community Health  

Council, a director of Blackheath Halls, and serves on the  

Greenwich Society’s public transport sub-committee and the  

Westcombe Society’s planning and environment committee.  

He is also on the committee of the Greenwich Housing  

Society, which provides accommodation in Blackheath for older people. Alex is 

playing an active part in the new neighbourhood housing panel and is chair of the 

borough-wide leaseholders’ forum. A 28 year-old journalist, he has lived on Glenluce 

Road with his family since 1980 and went to Invicta and Sherington primary schools. 

 
Dave Picton has been a councillor for Vanbrugh since 1998  

and previously represented Charlton ward. A former Council  

Leader and chair of education, he has been a Labour councillor  

in Greenwich for nearly 20 years and helped to get Greenwich  

Theatre reopened. 

Dave now chairs two regeneration boards, helping to  

stimulate new businesses on brownfield sites along the  

riverside. Dave also chairs a committee looking at the ‘public  

realm’ in the borough, with a pilot scheme in Plumstead which has brought more co-

operation between council departments and swifter removal of abandoned cars. Says 

Dave: “The environment in Blackheath is not as bad as elsewhere, but there are still 

serious problems like graffiti and scope for better maintenance of council estates. 

“Here in Vanbrugh, I have worked hard to ensure council housing receives the 

investment it needs, get the parking regime right and improve public transport, as has 

Alex Grant. I think Alex is one of the best new councillors we have in Greenwich.”    Contact us: We hold advice surgeries at Mycenae House on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday 

of each month, 7-9pm. No appointment is necessary, and anyone with comments or 

complaints about any local issue is welcome. Alternatively, you can write to us at 

Town Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW, call us on 020 8853 0367 (Cllr 

Grant) or 020 8858 4942 (Cllr Picton), or e-mail Alex.Grant@Greenwich.gov.uk. 

Blackheath is dotted with small 

housing estates and like the rest, the 

Vanbrugh Park Estate has undergone 

many changes over the years. 

Blackheath Westcombe councillor 

Annie Keys has begun work with the 

Vanbrugh Park Estate Residents’ 

Association to bid for external funding 

for an Estate Development Plan.  

“The plan would look at the estate’s 

environment and provide tenants, 

leaseholders and the council with a 

clear plan for action,” says Annie. 
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rights’, giving local people priority. 

Labour councillors welcome the plans 

in principle but want Hexagon to consult 

carefully with neighbours on Schofield 

Walk and Dornberg Close. At a meeting 

in June chaired by Cllr Alex Grant, 

Hexagon agreed that if it gets planning 

permission later this year it will build 

new garages on Dornberg Close for the 

eight residents who currently rent garages 

on the land. 
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Helping to improve our estates 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Affordable homes planned near the Standard 

Blackheath Westcombe ward Labour councillors 

Nick Raynsford, MP for Greenwich and Woolwich 

Hexagon Housing Association has 

revealed plans for 27 maisonettes and 

flats, many with disabled access, on 

the garages site off Charlton Road.  

Many of the 55 garages are empty 

and all agree the site is an eyesore. If 

built the scheme would bring the largest 

number of new rented and low-cost 

homes to Blackheath, an area of acute 

housing need, for years. Greenwich 

Council would have ‘nomination 

 

Surgeries (All welcome to come and raise any local issue; no appointment necessary): 

1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: Mycenae House Comm Centre, Mycenae Rd SE3;  

2nd Tuesday, 6.30-7.30pm: Tenants’ Room, opposite 47-59 Fulthorp Rd SE3;  

3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm: St James’s Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park Rd SE3. 

Telephone: 020 8853 0367 (Cllr Grant) or 020 8921 5050 (Cllr Keys)  

e-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk or annie.keys@greenwich.gov.uk 

In writing: Greenwich Council, Town Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW 

 

Alex Grant, 29, was elected as a Labour councillor in Blackheath 

Westcombe ward in May 2002, having previously represented the 

former Vanbrugh ward since 1998.  

Alex is a governor at John Roan and Kidbrooke schools, a director of 

Blackheath Halls, and sits on the committee of the Greenwich Housing 

Society, which provides housing to older people in Blackheath. He 

chairs Greenwich Council’s Leaseholder Forum and the Environment, 

 Development and Regeneration scrutiny panel. A journalist and NUJ member, Alex first 

moved to Blackheath in 1980 and went to Invicta and Sherington primary schools. 

Annie Keys, 27, has lived in Greenwich since she was 11 years old and 

was first elected as a Labour councillor in Blackheath Westcombe ward 

in May 2002.  

Annie was educated at John Roan School in Blackheath and the 

University of Greenwich, where she studied politics. She now serves as 

chair of Greenwich Council’s Social Inclusion scrutiny panel. 

Her interests include gardening, ICT and caring for her much younger 

brother who is a pupil at a Greenwich primary school. Annie works for the Labour Party 

as an ethnic minorities officer and is a member of the GMB union. 

 

 The Vanbrugh Park Estate 
“This is an exciting piece of work which 

could provide a framework for residents’ 

and tenants’ associations on other estates 

in the ward.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Len Duvall, London Assembly Member 
for Greenwich and Lewisham 
 

Surgeries (All welcome, but please telephone and book beforehand to avoid a wait):  

2nd and 4th Friday of each month, 7pm: Labour Party office, 32 Woolwich Rd SE10; 

2nd Saturday, 11am: Charlton House SE7; 2nd Saturday, 2pm: West Greenwich 

House, Greenwich High Rd SE10; 4th Saturday, 11am: Ferrier Community Hall SE3; 

4th Saturday, 2pm: Town Hall, Wellington St SE18. 

Telephone: 020 7219 5895 e-mail: seabeckaj@parliament.uk  

In writing: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 

Telephone: 020 7983 4408 e-mail: len.duvall@london.gov.uk   

In writing:  Greater London Assembly, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA  

Read more online at www.blackheathlabour.org.uk 
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