
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raising the Royal 

Standard 

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

In brief………. 
Re-paving work in Blackheath 
Village is now well advanced, 
jointly funded by English 
Heritage and Greenwich and 
Lewisham councils. Roads in 
the Village, which had long 
been infamous for its potholes, 
have also been resurfaced.  

Although the Village is 
currently bearing the brunt of 
re-directed traffic from the A2 
closure, Labour councillors are 
working closely with 
colleagues in Lewisham to 
create a better environment for 
pedestrians. We have also 
encouraged Lewisham Council 
to clear unsightly wheelie bins 
off the Village’s streets, which 
should take place this 
summer. 

 

John Roan and three other 
secondary schools in 
Greenwich are to benefit 
from £1.5m of government 
funds to improve pupils’ 
behaviour and attendance.  

Locally, John Roan and 
three of its feeder primaries 
(Sherington, Morden Mount 
and Halstow) will get over 
£500,000 in 2002-03 for a 
new team of staff to work 
with youngsters who have a 
poor attendance record or 
are at risk of offending. 
Borough-wide, there is 
£220,000 for more summer 
activities for young people. 

The council is still bidding 
for funds to relocate Roan to 
a new, larger site, and 
rebuild Thomas Tallis.  
 
 
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

Blackheath West-

combe Labour 

councillors have held a 

meeting with traders 

and residents to 

discuss ways to 

improve the Royal 

Standard area. 

The council is now 

following up on issues 

raised at the meeting on 

June 11
th

, the first of its 

kind. The badly-lit, 

privately-owned land 

behind Stratheden 

Parade was a particular 

concern. Parking rules 

on Westcombe Hill are 

also to be reviewed, 

more bins put in, and 

the council will see if it 

can apply for funding 

for a wider restoration 

now that a conservation 

area is in force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 
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Read more online at www.blackheathlabour.org.uk 
 

20mph zone is on its way 

 Consultation is under-

way on a proposed ’20 

zone’ that would put 

speed humps on roads 

in Westcombe Park to 

slow traffic down.  

No final decision has 

yet been taken, but 

consultation so far 

shows 81% support for 

the plans. “The council 

could extend the area of 

the proposed zone in 

light of residents’   

In brief………. 
Blackheath Westcombe 
councillors are calling for a 
review of safety at the 
junction of Stratheden Road 
and Shooter’s Hill Road 
after a serious road accident 
there. While attention is 
focussed on Blackheath Hill, 
we are asking Transport for 
London not to forget about 
crossings on the A2, which 
will be resurfaced next year. 

Meanwhile, the council has 
plans for a new pedestrian 
crossing on Rochester Way 
near Kidbrooke Park Road, 
another accident blackspot. 
 

A Council crackdown on 
graffiti in the area took place in 
May after pressure from 
Labour councillors. The 
Standard, Westcombe Park 
Road, Westcombe Hill and the 
area near the foot tunnel on 
Siebert Road were all cleaned.   
 

Greenwich Council has 
promised to review the use 
of UPVC plastic for windows 
on housing estates, after 
Labour councillors passed 
on concerns that the 
material is not easily 
recyclable or biodegradable.   

“The council is putting in a 
lot of new windows in the 
area, which are all badly 
needed,” says Cllr Alex 
Grant. “But this needs to be 
done in an environmentally-
friendly as well as 
affordable way.” 
 
 
 

Lottery says yes to 
Gibb restoration bid 
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More housing investment 

 
 

area is in force. 

Following the 

elections in May the 

Standard is at the heart 

of the new Blackheath 

Westcombe ward. 

“Improving the 

Standard and supporting 

the businesses there are 

a key priority for Alex 

and I,” says Cllr Annie 

Keys. “As an important 

shopping area it 

deserves more attention 

from the council.” 

 
views,” says Annie 

Keys. “It is not possible 

to tackle every local 

traffic problem with the 

money available but this 

zone is a clear step in 

the right direction.” 

The Gibb Memorial on 

the edge of the Heath 

should be restored 

later this year now 

that Greenwich Coun-

cil has won £50,000 

from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund. 

Backed by extra cash 

from the council and 

local groups, the stone-

work will be repaired 

and cleaned, the clock 

restored, the roof re-

slated and a new bench 

put in underneath. 

“Many people in 

Blackheath have 

watched this memorial 

deteriorate for years and 

wondered if it would 

 

ever be restored,” says 

Cllr Alex Grant, who 

had led calls for a lott-

ery bid. “I’m delighted 

it finally will be.” 

Restoration work on 

the nearby Heath-

keeper’s Lodge, which 

will house a member of 

the council’s Parks staff 

once more, has already 

started. 

New windows are now 

in on the Kidbrooke 

Park estate and work 

on the Pond Road 

estate has begun.  New 

windows at Mandeville 

Close, Paine Court 

and Kidbrooke Park 

Close will follow soon. 

Since their election in 

May, Alex Grant has 

been on a walkabout 

with tenants on the 

Kidbrooke Park estate 

while Annie Keys has 

met residents on the 

Pond Road estate to 

discuss improvements.  

“There are major 

concerns about the state 

of the shops on 

Rochester Way, with 

rubbish being regularly 

dumped behind them,” 

says Alex. “Annie and I 

are asking the council 

for enforcement action.” 

Labour councillors 

are always happy to 

meet tenants or lease-

holders in Blackheath 

Westcombe ward. See 

back cover for details 

of how to contact us.  


