
 

 

New buildings for 

Thomas Tallis 

school have got 

the go-ahead and 

building work is 

due to start later 

this year. 

The new school 
buildings will be slightly north of the current ones on 
Kidbrooke Park Road and will have much better sports, 
technology and arts facilities. They were approved by 
the council’s planning board in October.  

The playing fields will be 
moved to the south of 
Blackheath Park, but 
with floodlighting there   
only allowed until 8pm, 
not 9pm as originally 
planned, to avoid 
disturbing neighbours. 
A new school on the 

Greenwich Peninsula, meant for John Roan, is also 
proposed as part of the Labour council’s £180 million 
’Building Schools for the Future’ programme. Consent 
was given last August. 
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News from the Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe ward  

Greenwich Council has 

started a review of all its 20 

conservation areas, 

including those in 

Blackheath. 

The reviews are leading to an 
appraisal and management plan 
being produced for each area. This 
will highlight the key features of the 
area and help the council to make 
better decisions on planning 
applications in them. 

The review of the Westcombe Park 
conservation area is now underway, 
and proposes that residents should 
have to apply for planning permission 
before they can pave over front 
gardens—something that at present 
can be done without a planning 
application.  

Residents are being consulted 
before councillors make a decision on 
any changes later this year.  

Reviews of the Blackheath, 
Blackheath Park and Greenwich Park 

conservation areas start soon. 
“The council is committed to 

preserving our conservation areas 
and this review should make that task 
a lot easier,” says local Labour 
councillor Alex Grant, who chairs the 
council’s planning board. “I would be 
glad to hear from residents with any 
ideas about how the council can 
preserve and improve them better.” 
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Conserving our local area  

Blue-top recycling bins are 

now  emptied weekly from 

houses in Greenwich, not 

fortnightly, thanks to the 

Labour council investing £1.2 

million and hiring 40 more 

collection staff. 

The bins have been very popular 
since they started four years ago but 
residents have been asking for them 
to be emptied more often.  

The new service began in the 
Blackheath area on January 21st. 
Food and garden waste is still being 
collected weekly for composting (and 
nappies on request), so Greenwich 
is avoiding the problems that other 
councils have faced with fortnightly 
collections of smelly waste.  

Just 7% of Greenwich’s rubbish is 
now buried underground in landfill 
sites - less than any other council in 
the country. 

Recycling collections 

are now weekly 



 

 

Restoration work began in 

November at Woodlands, the 

historic house on Mycenae 

Road that used to house the 

council’s local history library 

and has now been leased to 

the Greenwich Steiner 

School. 

The council is also spending 
some £250,000 improving Mycenae 
House community centre next door, 
whose grounds will be improved and 
remain publicly accessible under the 
plans.  

Although the grounds do not 
qualify as a ‘Village Green’ because 
they are a walled garden, almost all 
the grounds are already ‘Community 
Open Space’, protecting them from 
development.  

A small block of 12 flats is 
proposed to replace outbuildings in 
a corner of the site. But this block 
will be lower than Mycenae House 
and was moved to reduce the loss 
of trees, and improve access to the 
grounds, before it got planning 
permission last April. 

This is all excellent news for the 
Westcombe Park area. But Tory 
councillors are arguing that the 
council should now stop the Steiner 
School moving in and find a 
completely new plan for the site.  

The Tories have also warned that 
the grounds could be “taken out of 
local people's hands”.  

“This is irresponsible 
scaremongering,” says local Labour 
councillor Alex Grant, who has 
campaigned for years for a suitable 
new use, such as a school, to be 
found for Woodlands.  

“The council's plans are very 
clear: to improve Mycenae House 
and its grounds, keep them open for 
all local people to enjoy, and see the 
Woodlands building restored to its 
former glory.  

“The Tories’ plan is madness and 
would delay any improvements to 
Mycenae House, and restoration of 
Woodlands, for years. What have 
Mycenae House and Woodlands 
done to deserve that?” 

Work begins at Woodlands 

Tories want to halt restoration of listed building 

Your local Labour  

representatives 

Alex Grant, Labour councillor, 

Blackheath Westcombe ward 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 
E-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
In writing:  
Greenwich Council, Town Hall, 
Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW 
Surgeries:  
1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: 
Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road SE3;  
2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm: Community 
Hall, Richmount Gardens (off 
Casterbridge Road SE3)  
3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm: St James’ 
Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park Road SE3 

Len Duvall, Labour London  

Assembly member for  

Greenwich and Lewisham 

Tel: 020 7983 4408 
E-mail: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 
In writing:  
City Hall, The Queen's Walk, 
London SE1 2AA 

Nick Raynsford, Labour MP for 

Greenwich and Woolwich 

Tel: 020 7219 5895  
E-mail: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 
In writing:  
House of Commons, London SW1A 
0AA 
Surgeries:  
please call above number to register 

•A new planning application to 

knock down the Heath Nursing 

Home on Liskeard Gardens and 

build four houses will be decided 

by a planning inspector in the 

next few months.  

An earlier application for nine 

flats and four houses was 

defeated at a planning appeal 

last summer. Local Labour 

councillor Alex Grant has written 

again to the planning inspector 

urging him to refuse the latest 

plan and save the home from 

being sold to a property 

developer. 

•New ‘green roofs’ on maisonettes on 

the Vanbrugh Park Estate have started to 

help reduce heat loss, improve drainage 

and cut residents’ fuel bills. Other tenants 

on the estate are now getting 

conventional new roofs, bathrooms and 

kitchens. Supervision of the contractors 

there has been stepped up after some 

complaints about their work.  

In Brief………………………………………. 


