
 

 

After several years of 

campaigning by local residents 

and the local Labour party, a new 

bus link between Greenwich 

town centre and Blackheath 

Village starts on February 10th.  

The 386 route is being extended to run 
along Greenwich South Street, Blackheath Hill, 
Shooters Hill Road and Prince Charles Road every 15 
minutes on weekdays and every 30 minutes in the 
evenings and on Sundays. The rest of the 386 route is 
unaffected. 

“Nick Raynsford MP, Labour councillors and I have 
been striving to get this bus link started and I am 
pleased that our work has paid off,” says local GLA 

member Len Duvall. “Residents have 
complained for years about the difficulty 
of getting from Blackheath Village to 
Greenwich and the inconvenience of 
changing buses.” Improvements like this 
show how important it is to have Labour 
representatives working for you: the 
Tories’ position is to cut investment in bus 
expansion. Tories on the Greater London 

Assembly have even called for free bus travel for under-
18s to be scrapped.  

“Whatever image the Tories’ new leader is trying to 
portray, we know that all they want to do is cut services 
or increase costs,” says Len.  

“They’re still the same old Tories!”  

Blackheath-Greenwich bus link starts  
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Nick Raynsford MP and 

Labour councillor Alex Grant 

are urging Greenwich Council 

to make sure that a rent 

review does not damage 

family-owned businesses on 

Old Dover Road. 

Twelve of the 18 shops on the 
council-owned parade there are 
having their rents reviewed. While the 
new rent being asked for is not as 
high as some traders had feared,  
and has been reduced further, 
traders and residents still have 
serious concerns about the proposed 
rises. 

If the council and traders cannot 
reach agreement on rent levels then 
an independent arbitrator will be 
brought in. The council will meet the 
costs of an arbitrator if this becomes 
necessary. 

While the council has a legal duty 

to charge market rents, Nick 
Raynsford and Alex Grant have got 
the council to agree to review its 
letting policies, which do not seem to 
take account of a number of other 
policies the council has to help small 
shops.  

“Old Dover Road still has a 
butcher and greengrocer and most 
shops are family-owned. This is rare 
these days and it is very important 
that its character is preserved,” says 
Nick, who lives nearby. 
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Helping our local shops 

 
The Royal Standard area is 

getting a boost with the 

opening of a Marks and 

Spencer ‘Simply Food’ store 

in the old Somerfield 

building in March. M&S has 

also pledged to put a CCTV 

camera on Old Dover Road 

and improve security in its car park. 
A further £20,000 for CCTV in 

the area has been secured from the 
developers of the old petrol station 
site behind the Standard pub. More 
funding is now being sought so a 
full CCTV system can start as soon 
as possible.  

“There is strong demand for 
CCTV at the Standard, and I am 
pleased this seems to be a step 
closer,” says Cllr Alex Grant, who 
has called two recent meetings 
between the council and police to 
discuss the need for CCTV. 

CCTV a step closer 



 

 

Invicta to get a Children’s Centre 
Your local Labour  

representatives 

Alex Grant, Labour councillor, 

Blackheath Westcombe ward 

Tel: 020 8855 7292 
E-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
In writing:  
Greenwich Council, Town Hall, 
Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 
6PW 
Surgeries:  
1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: 
Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road SE3;  
2nd Friday, 6.30-7.30pm: Community 
Hall, Richmount Gardens (off 
Casterbridge Road SE3)  

Len Duvall, Labour London  
Assembly member for  
Greenwich and Lewisham 
Tel: 020 7983 4408 
Email: len.duvall@london.gov.uk 
In writing:  
City Hall, The Queen's Walk, 
London SE1 2AA 

Nick Raynsford, Labour MP for 

Greenwich and Woolwich 

Tel: 020 7219 5895  
E-mail: raynsfordn@parliament.uk 
In writing:  
House of Commons, London SW1A 
0AA 
Surgeries: please call above number 
to register 

Invicta primary school is to 

get a Children’s Centre 

offering a range of services 

and advice to under-5s and 

their parents, due to open in 

September in the former 

caretaker’s house. 

The council is also seeking 
government funds for the rebuilding of 
several primary schools in Greenwich, 

including Invicta whose 50-year-old 
buildings have outlived their lifespan. 
If the bid is successful, work at Invicta 
could start in 2009. 

“Many primary schools in 
Greenwich need new buildings as 
much as our secondary schools do,” 
says Cllr Alex Grant, who went to 
Invicta in the 1980s and is a now a 
governor there. “Under a Tory 
government there was no hope of this 
investment happening.”  

•2007 should see several key 

planning applications come 

forward affecting this area. 

The rebuilding of Thomas 

Tallis school on its current 

site, and the relocation of 

John Roan to a new site on 

the Peninsula, should come to 

the council’s planning board 

this spring.  

Berkeley Homes are 

expected to put forward an 

application for the 

redevelopment of the Ferrier 

estate as a mixed scheme of 

4,400 homes, and a rebuilding 

of Kidbrooke station.  

A planning application for the 

redevelopment of the 

Greenwich District Hospital 

site is also expected in 2007, 

following clearance of the site 

last year.  

Work on revamping the Dome 

(above) – now known as the 

O2 – as an entertainment and 

sports venue is well advanced, 

and it will re-open in June. 

•Dozens of council-owned 

Victorian homes in Blackheath 

and Westcombe Park are due 

to be modernised over the 

next two years. Borough-wide, 

almost £10m is being spent on 

these so-called 

“miscellaneous properties”, 

which have often been left out 

of previous investment 

projects. 

•Building works on the Vanbrugh Park 
estate will now include repairs and 
redecoration to garage doors, 
following representations from Cllr 
Alex Grant. “The council originally 
proposed to give homes on the estate 
new roofs and windows but leave the 
garages in their current terrible state,” 
says Alex. “I’m glad they have 
changed their mind.” Work at blocks 
on the edge of the estate are almost 
complete, and work at the blocks on 
Combe Avenue starts in March. 

•Transport for London has now 

promised to put a flashing 

30mph sign on Shooter’s Hill 

Road to tell speeding vehicles 

to slow down, in response to 

an ongoing campaign by Len 

Duvall and Alex Grant. A 

safety review of the 

Stratheden Road junction is 

also planned, as well as more 

police speed traps and anti-

skid surfacing. 

•A revised planning application for the 
refurbishment of Woodlands as a 
Steiner School and a residential 
development alongside Mycenae 
House community centre is due to be 
considered by the council in February. 
An earlier application, which would 
have been turned down by the council 
because of concerns over loss of 
trees, was withdrawn last November. 
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