
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In brief...................................... 

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

Ken is on our side, 
says Len Duvall  
 
Since his election in 2000 
Ken Livingstone has been 
working to a Labour agenda. 
With the support of the 
Government and Labour 
London Assembly members, 
he has improved policing 
and transport for millions of 
Londoners.  

On December 17
th
 Nicky 

Gavron notified the NEC that 
she wished to stand down as 
Labour’s mayoral candidate. At 
the same time Ken announced 
he had applied to rejoin 
Labour. Now that the NEC has 
readmitted him there will be a 
ballot to see if members want 
Ken to be our candidate. 

I know how hard Nicky has 
worked but I believe her 
decision to step aside to allow 
reconsideration of Ken is right 
for London, and Labour.  

A Tory or Liberal mayor just 
doesn’t bear thinking about. 

The London Health 
Commission, which I chair, 
recently held the ‘Big 
Smoke’ debate on smoking 
in public places.  

Smoking affects us all and 
this was London’s largest-ever 
consultation on a serious 
public health issue.  

I do not personally favour an 
outright ban on smoking. But I 
do support more smoke-free 
areas, which I hope the debate 
will lead to in the longer term. 
  
Len Duvall OBE is Labour 
GLA Member for Greenwich 
and Lewisham 
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 
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SE Trains - the new 
operator that took 
over Connex’s 
franchise last 
autumn - says it will 
refurbish Maze Hill 
station early in 2004 
after a long 
campaign by local 
people and Labour 
councillors. Connex 
had said it would do 
the work last year 
but didn’t keep its 
word. 
 

A new children’s 
playground has been 
put in at Chiswell 
Square on the 
Kidbrooke Park estate, 
after consultation with 
residents there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transport for 
London has just put 
in safer ‘green man’ 
crossings at the 
dangerous junction 
of Shooter’s Hill 
Road and Stratheden 
Road after a 
campaign by local 
schools backed by 
Nick Raynsford MP, 
GLA Member Len 
Duvall and Labour 
councillors.   
 
 

Let’s take the louts 
on, says Raynsford 

 
Anti-social behaviour - 
whether it is graffiti, litter, 
damage to vehicles, rowdy 
behaviour or more serious 
forms of aggression - is not 
acceptable. It is quite wrong 
that the actions of a minority 
of irresponsible people 
impacts disproportionately  
on the wider community.    

But action is being taken to 
remedy this problem. Local 
councils and the police have 
been given new powers by the 
Government to deal with 
abandoned cars, nuisance 
neighbours, and people who 
drop litter or rubbish, which I 
know Greenwich Council is 
keen to make use of.  

I regularly meet with the 
police to discuss their role in 
dealing with these issues and I 
am pleased that they are 
putting new Police Community 
Support Officers on the beat in 
the borough. Greenwich  
Council has just set up a team 
to deal specifically with 
neighbour problems and offer 
support to enable cases to go  
to court. And I know that in 
Blackheath Westcombe ward 
Labour councillors are working 
closely with local people to 
combat anti-social behaviour.  

Respect for our community 
means not tolerating mindless 
vandalism, theft and graffiti.   
 
Rt Hon Nick Raynsford is MP 

for Greenwich and Woolwich 

Playing fields saved 
by Kidbrooke Vision  
Tories would halt Ferrier demolition 
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The Barclays Bank 
branch at the Standard 
appears to be safe. 
Greenwich Council 
had refused a planning 
application to turn the 
building into a 
restaurant and the 
freeholders withdrew 
their appeal against 
the refusal in October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More York Stone 
paving has been laid 
outside the station in 
Blackheath Village, 
jointly funded by 
English Heritage and 
Greenwich and 
Lewisham councils. 
Funding for a new 
20mph speed limit in 
the village is now 
being sought. 
 

Looking for an NHS 
dentist? Of several 
dental practices in the 
ward only one still 
accepts new NHS 
patients. Cllr Alex 
Grant has asked the 
Primary Care Trust to 
expand NHS dentistry 
in the area once it gets 
new powers to directly 
commission dental 
services in 2005. 

The Kidbrooke Vision 

Masterplan - the 

redevelopment of the 

Ferrier estate - will now 

mean that playing fields 

off Blackheath Park 

will not be built upon. 

Just before Christmas 

Greenwich Council 

agreed to pursue a ‘land 

swap’ that will mean the 

Old Addeyan and Post 

Office fields become new 

playing fields for Tho-

mas Tallis school, which 

is to be rebuilt slightly 

north of its current site. 

New homes will be built 

on part of Tallis’s current 

site, reducing pressure on 

green space elsewhere. 

All residents of the 

Cator Estate in Black-

heath Westcombe ward 

were sent consultation 

documents by the council 

or by Labour councillors 

last summer. “I am 

pleased the council has 

listened to local people’s 

views,” says Labour 

councillor Alex Grant.  

“The council’s 

decision means that the 

fields on Blackheath Park 

will be shared between 

Tallis and local sports 

clubs, and the Post Office 

field brought into public 

 

  

 

 

 

The Ferrier estate 
use after years of 

dereliction.” 

Tory councillors are 

still arguing that the 

redevelopment could be 

reduced in size from 

4,400 to about 3,600 

homes. But independent 

research shows this  

would create a financial 

gap of millions of pounds 

and, in practice, no 

demolition of the Ferrier 

could ever start.  

“The redevelopment of 

the Ferrier is badly 

needed. I am appalled 

that the Tories seem to 

want to halt it,” says Cllr 

Grant. “Their alternative 

is unworkable and means 

that the council would be 

unable to bring disused 

playing fields into use, as 

is now planned.”  

The plan will also bring 

1,900 affordable homes, a 

rebuilding of Kidbrooke 

station, better bus links, a 

new park and new shops. 

 

 

 


