
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing investment 

continues apace 

 Clean-up for Vanbrugh Hill  

 

1,500 more police, 
says Len Duvall  
 
The Metropolitan Police 
Authority has just launched 
a new three-year strategy, 
“Towards the Safest City”, 
to guide efforts towards 
making London the safest 
major city in the world.  

The strategy covers five 
areas, including Developing 
Safer Communities. Here the 
focus is on local crime 
priorities, organised crime, 
gun crime and crime related to 
hard drugs, partnerships with 
businesses and voluntary and 
public sectors, improving 
consultation with communities, 
and higher visibility policing. 

The Mayor’s budget for 
2003-04 means an extra 
1,500 police officers in London 
plus the introduction of Police 
Community Support Officers 
to reduce anti-social behaviour 
and release police to deal with 
more serious crime.  

Labour assembly members 
support the Mayor’s plan while 
also wanting to limit any rise in 
council tax to less than £1 a 
week at Band D. But the 
Tories and Lib Dems have 
formed an irresponsible 
alliance to oppose vital growth 
in the police budget, and slash 
new spending on buses. 
 
Len Duvall OBE is London 
Assembly Member for 
Greenwich and Lewisham 
and a former leader of 
Greenwich Council 
 
 
 
 
 

Improvements to 

Vanbrugh Hill near 

the railway bridge are 

in the pipeline, after 

residents raised 

concerns with their 

councillors. Railings 

have been repaired, trees 

will be pruned, new bins 

put in and the footbridge 

will be painted in 2002.  

A ‘raised table’ to 

slow down traffic near 

the corner of Humber  

Road and a new path to 

New windows are 

planned for Combe 

Avenue, Combe Mews 

and 65 Westcombe 

Park Road in 2003-04, 

as part of Greenwich 

Council’s £150m 

housing programme. 

The Pond Road 

estate, Mandeville 

Close, Kidbrooke Park 

Close and Wentworth 

House have all had new 

windows recently. 

And an entryphone 

system for Westcombe 

Court is out to tender. 

Labour councillors 

welcome all this 

investment. But Annie 

Keys has met residents 

of 78 Shooter’s Hill 

Road, the block by the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alex Grant on the 
footbridge 

Maze Hill station will 

also follow, under an 

agreement with Restell 

Close developers. 
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Read more online at www.blackheathlabour.org.uk 
 

In brief.......... 

 

Alex Grant and 
other councillors 
have met with 
London Buses to 
press them on the 
long-promised new 
228 route linking the 
Dome, Sainsbury’s, 
Greenwich town 
centre and Black-
heath Village. “They 
said it is still a high 
priority and we are 
asking when it will 
start,” he says. 

Ken saw for himself, 
says Nick Raynsford  
 
Much of my time over the 
past few months has had to 
be spent on ministerial 
duties. But local concerns 
have not been on the back 
burner. 

When Blackheath Hill was 
closed I invited Ken 
Livingstone to come in person 
to see the impact on local 
residents and businesses. We 
discussed the slow progress of 
the repair works and the need 
to avoid a return to pre-
subsidence levels of traffic. 

I continue to press Connex 
on the quality of their train 
services and the staffing and 
maintenance of stations, as do 
local councillors. We all know 
that we will need to keep a 
close watch on progress. 

Similarly, we are pressing 
London Buses to improve 
services to key sites such as 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

Last autumn I was delighted 
to open the new ‘hide’ in 
Greenwich Park, previously a 
potting shed that had fallen 
into disrepair. It allows visitors 
to learn about wildlife and see 
the deer at close range. 
Judging by the reaction of the 
school group at the opening it 
will be a huge success. The 
Friends of Greenwich Park and 
the Royal Parks Agency 
deserve congratulations. 

 
Rt Hon Nick Raynsford is MP 
for Greenwich and Woolwich 
 
 
 
 

Greenwich schools 
on the up again 
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Westcombe Court 
Sun-in-the-Sands, to 

discuss concerns about a 

contractor replacing the 

roof and has asked the 

council to investigate.  

Labour councillors 

want to meet tenants or 

leaseholders in Black-

heath Westcombe ward 

with concerns about 

contractors or any 

other housing issue. See 

back cover for details 

of how to contact us. 

Traffic islands on 
Shooter’s Hill Road at 
the Stratheden Road 
junction have been 
widened after a 
serious accident there 
last year, and following 
pressure from Labour 
councillors.  
 

The Vanbrugh Hill 
Health Centre should 
be expanded and 
rebuilt within the 
next two years, 
thanks to new 

government funding. 

Both local secondary 

schools in Blackheath 

scored well in the 2002 

GCSE league tables.     

John Roan is one of 

the most improved 

schools in the country, 

with 37% of pupils 

gaining 5 A-Cs at GCSE, 

up from 21% in 1999.   

At Thomas Tallis 41% 

of pupils gained 5 A-Cs 

and it scores highly in 

‘value added’ terms – 

which measure the 

improvement of pupils 

from 14 to 16. An Ofsted 

report last term praised 

its standards of teaching 

and leadership. 

Both schools have new 

heads: Carl Dent at John 

Roan and Rob Thomas 

new heads: Carl 

Dent at Roan and 

Rob Thomas at 

Tallis. 

Our local 

primary school 

has also got the 

thumbs up. An 

Ofsted report on 

Invicta last year 

described it as a 

“very good school 

that provides a 

happy and 

stimulating 

learning 

environment for 

its pupils. It has a 

very positive 

ethos and staff 

and pupils work 

hard.”  

The restoration of 
the Gibb Memorial on 
the Heath will start by 
May, having been 
delayed by being 
listed grade II. “While 
the listing is good 
news it means the 
council has to wait for 
listed building consent 
to be cleared by the 
government,” says 
Alex Grant. “We need 
to get a move on.” 

 

The restoration of 
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The repaving of 
Blackheath Village in 
York Stone, jointly 
funded by English 
Heritage and 
Greenwich and 
Lewisham councils, 
is being extended. 
Now that the area by 
the railway bridge is 
paved the one-way 
system is next.  
 

A new ‘Sure Start’ 
pre-school nursery on 
Rochester Way has 
got the go-ahead.  
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new heads: Carl Dent 

at Roan and Rob 

Thomas at Tallis. 

Our local primary 

school has also got the 

thumbs up. An Ofsted 

report on Invicta last 

year described it as  a 

“very good school 

that provides a happy 

and stimulating 

learning environment 

for its pupils. It has a 

very positive ethos 

and staff and pupils 

work hard.”  

John Roan School 
at Tallis. The council is 

still bidding for funds to 

rebuild them. 

Our local primary has 

also got the thumbs up. 

An Ofsted report on 

Invicta last year said it is  

“a very good school that 

provides a happy and 

stimulating learning 

environment for its 

pupils. It has a very 

positive ethos and staff 

and pupils work hard.”  

The restoration of the 
Gibb Memorial on the 
Heath should start in 
May, having been 
delayed by it being 
Grade II listed. “While 
the listing is good 
news it means the 
council has to wait for 
listed building consent 
to be cleared by the 
government,” says 
Alex Grant. “Then we 
can get a move on.” 

 

  


