
The 132 bus started running in 2008 
after years of campaigning by Labour 
for a better bus link from Eltham and 
Kidbrooke to North Greenwich.

But residents are finding that by the 
time the 132 reaches Rochester Way on 
its way to North Greenwich during the 
morning rush hour, the bus is often full 
and no more passengers can get on.

During the Olympic Games double-
deckers ran on the 132 route and its 
frequency was increased slightly, but 
the route went back to normal 
schedules after the Games.

Since Labour raised the issue with 
Transport for London in September, 
double deckers have started running 
again some of the time and London 
Buses has said they could run 
permanently from December onwards. 

Labour is asking TfL to confirm this, and 
also increase the frequency of the 132 
route. In the longer term, Labour wants 
to see the Docklands Light Railway 
 brought across the river to North 
Greenwich and then onto the Sun in the 
Sands, Kidbrooke and Eltham. But this 
would take many years and in the 
meantime the 132 is a vital lifeline.

Blackheath & Westcombe Park News
News from Nick Raynsford MP, Councillor Alex Grant
and London Assembly Member Len Duvall

Winter 2012

Labour fights for 
double-deckers on 

132 bus route

For more information visit www.bwlabour.wordpress.com

Four months after our local hospitals were 
placed in administration, plans have been 
announced for further cuts in services, 
including the downgrading of the Accident 
and Emergency department at Lewisham.

While Labour welcomes the proposal to write 
off the excess costs of the Private Finance 
Initiatives (PFI) at Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
and Princess Royal University Hospital in 
Bromley, we are concerned that downgrading 
 the A&E department at Lewisham to an  
“Urgent Care” unit will place too much  
pressure on the A&E departments in  
Woolwich and other hospitals. 

The special administrator also recommends 

that Queen Mary’s Hospital Sidcup should 
become a “Bexley Health Campus” providing 
day surgery, endoscopy and radiotherapy.

The scale of the cuts required is huge, and 
Labour is also asking about how maternity 
services will be protected, and that nurses’ 
and doctors’ jobs are safeguarded.

Consultation on the proposals runs until 
December 13th, and details can be found at 
www.tsa.nhs.uk/document-downloads

To join Labour’s campaign to save
 our local NHS, and to sign our 
Greenwich NHS Charter, go to 

www.ilovethenhs.org.uk.

Time to save our local NHS

Labour joins forces with other community 
groups to march against NHS Cuts

Following the success of the Olympic Games this 
summer, Labour councillors have met with  
residents to discuss the restoration of Greenwich 
Park and Circus Field on Blackheath, which was 
used as a backstage area for the Equestrian 
events.

LOCOG and the council’s parks department have 

promised that all structures should be removed 
from Circus Field by the end of November, and 
the field should be re-sown and back to normal 
by March 2013 at the latest.

The Games proceeded smoothly with few 
problems with parking and traffic. Well-run “live 
sites” on Blackheath and at the Royal Naval 
College at Greenwich allowed residents and 
visitors to watch Olympic events for free.

Hats off to Greenwich’s Olympic athletes: Zoe 
Smith who smashed the GB weightlifting record, 
Andy Barrow who competed in the Wheelchair 
Rugby as part of Paralympic GB, Gemma Gibbons 
from Charlton who won a Silver Medal for Judo, 
having started the sport at the Metro Judo Club at 
Mycenae House.

Putting things right after the Olympics

DID YOU KNOW?
Here in Labour-run Greenwich our 

Council Tax has been frozen for the 
third year in a row.

Band D Council Tax is now less in 
Greenwich than in neighbouring 

Tory-run Bexley and Bromley.

Labour locally is helping people
 make ends meet.
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Labour raises concerns 
about London Bridge plans

While everyone agrees that London 
Bridge station needs to be rebuilt, 
Network Rail is now warning of five 
years of disruption between 2013 and 
2018, when the rebuilding is due to be 
finished.

In 2015-16, they say that Charing Cross 
bound trains will have to run through  
London Bridge without stopping, followed 
by Cannon Street trains not being able to 
stop there from early 2016 until late 2017. 

“While we have to accept some disruption 
will be needed, Labour is asking if there  
really has to be so many years of  
inconvenience for commuters,” says  
Labour councillor Alex Grant, who  
commutes through London Bridge.

At the same time the franchise to run trains 
in South-East  London is being retendered, 
and from 2014 a new operator could take 

over from the current company 
Southeastern.

Whoever the operator is, Greenwich’s  
Labour council and Nick Raynsford MP have 
written to the Dept. for Transport asking 
them to guarantee that under the new 
franchise there will be more trains, better 
disabled access to stations, and that Oyster 
Cards can be topped up at railway ticket 
machines and offices.
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We’re here to help

Let us know if there 
are any concerns or 
problems in the area 
that you would like us 
to help with - simply 
fill in the box below!

Who will you be supporting 
at the next election?

Labour
Conservative
Lib Dem
Other (please say)

Name........................................................................................

Address....................................................................................

......................................................Postcode...........................

Phone.......................................................................................

Mobile.......................................................................................

Email.........................................................................................
(so we can keep you updated on local issues)

Please post the slip back to:
Freepost RLSB-KRGA-KRZU
32 Woolwich Road, SE10 0JU
The Labour Party, its candidates or its elected representatives may use the above information to 
contact you including via email if provided. If you do not wish to be contacted, please write to us 

at the above address.
Promoted by Michael Stanworth on behalf of Greenwich and Woolwich Labour Party both at 32 

Woolwich Road, London, SE10 0JU. Printed by Marstan Press, Princes Street, Bexleyheath, DA7 4BJ

News in Brief
Greenwich Council refuses TFL plans for 

adverts on Heath Roundabout

The Royal Borough of Greenwich has turned 
down a plan from Transport for London to 
put four advertising hoardings on the  
roundabout in the middle of the heath.

A planning application to put  sponsorship 
signs, 1.2m wide and 80cm high, on the 
roundabout – at the junction of Shooter’s 
Hill Road (A2) and Prince Charles Road – was 
refused in September.

“I am glad that TFL and Boris Johnson has 
been asked to think again about this plan,” 
says Labour councillor Alex Grant. “Their 
Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme may make 
sense in some places, but the idea of 
putting permanent signage in the middle of 
the Heath was unworkable.”

Labour opposes Tory
 ‘Pay to Stay proposals’

Labour is opposing Tory plans which could 
force households with total income of 
£60,000 to leave council housing, and could 
mean tenants with spare bedrooms lose up 
to 25% of their housing benefit.

“While the council already encourages 
people to move out of council homes larger 
than they need, forcing them to do so will 
uproot older people from a community they 
have lived in for decades,” says Labour  
councillor Alex Grant.

“£60,000 may sound like a lot, but that 
threshold would mean that any family with 
three adults on average income may have to 
leave council housing; hardly a good way of 
encouraging council tenants to stay in work 
and get on in life.”

Despite the row over GCSE grades nationally this 
summer, Greenwich students have achieved their 
best ever results: provisional figures show that 
62.5% of Greenwich students got 5 good GCSEs  
(including English and Maths) in 2012, up from 
54.5% last year.
Following the completion of Thomas Tallis and 
rebuilding work starting at John Roan, Labour wants 
to rebuild several Primary Schools in Greenwich, 
including Invicta.

But despite the promise of cash from the Tory-led 
Government back in May, the council has yet to hear 
how much money it will get, or whether this will be 
enough for the schools to get the new buildings 
they need.

Record GCSE Results 

Nick Raynsford is 
the MP for 
Greenwich

and Woolwich

You can contact Nick by:

Writing: House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Calling:  020 7219 5895

Email: nick.raynsford.mp@parliament.uk

Your Local Labour Team
You can contact Councillor Alex Grant by 

calling 020 8855 7292 or by emailing 
alex.grant@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Alex also holds advice surgeries at:

• 7-8pm on the 1st Friday of the month 
at Mycenae House Community Centre

• 3.30 - 4.30pm on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month at St James’s Church Hall,  
Kidbrooke Park Road, SE3

Contact our Greater London Assembly 
Member Len Duvall by calling 020 7983 
4517 or email len.duvall@london.gov.uk
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