
Your Local Labour Team

For more on our work locally, visit www.bwlabour.wordpress.com

Your local Labour Team - here to help

Can you help us to keep Blackheath
 and Westcombe Park Labour? Name.....................................................................................

Address................................................................................

.........................................Postcode.....................................

Phone....................................................................................

Mobile....................................................................................

Email......................................................................................
(so we can keep you updated on local issues)

Please post the slip back to:
Freepost RLSB-KRGA-KRZU
32 Woolwich Road, SE10 0JU

The Labour Party, its candidates or its elected representatives may use the above information to contact you including via email if provided. If you do not wish to be contacted, please write to us at the above address.
Promoted by Michael Stanworth on behalf of Greenwich and Woolwich Labour Party, all at 32 Woolwich Road, SE10 0JU. Printed by The Marstan Press Limited, Princes Street, Bexleyheath, DA7 4BJ

Which political party do you most closely identify with?

I would like a postal vote
I can put up a poster in my window
I can deliver leaflets in my road
I would like to make a donation
I would like to join the Labour Party

Protecting Local Jobs and Services
Promoted by Michael Stanworth on behalf of Greenwich and Woolwich Labour Party, all at 32 Woolwich Road, SE10 0JU. Printed by The Marstan Press Limited, Princes Street, Bexleyheath, DA7 4BJ

Labour
Conservative
Lib Dem
Other (...................................)

Labour in our area 
£63m - million pounds of cuts
imposed on Greenwich Council by the 
Tory-led coalition government
23 - number of Children’s Centres in 
Greenwich protected - all of them!
£1m - funding secured for anti-gang 
crime unit which has cut knife/gun 
crime in our borough
13 - number of libraries in the 
borough remaining open - all of them!
37 - per cent of waste recycled in 
Greenwich thanks to it’s Green/blue/
black system. This, and our weekly 
bin collections, have been protected

In these tough times, your local Labour Councillor, and your local 
Labour Council, have prioritised securing local jobs and services 
when deciding how to make the £63m worth of cuts handed 
down by the Conservative-led coalition Government.

As a result, Labour locally has been able to protect the 23  
Children’s Centres in our area and have maintained all our local 
libraries.

We have also safeguarded the funding for the borough’s Violent 
and Organised Crime Unit which, set up three years ago, has 
helped to cut gun crime and slashed knife crime too.

We have also helped local families make ends meet by freezing 
the council tax for the 7th time in 13 years. Local people now 
pay less than the neighbouring Tory run boroughs of Bromley and 
Bexley and, in Greenwich, council tax has risen by less than  
inflation over the last 13 years.

These are just some of the things your local Labour  
Councillor has done since the local elections last year -  

open the leaflet to find out more...

Delivered fre
e by volunteers

Councillor Report Back:
 Blackheath and Westcombe Park

Councillor Surgeries
7-8pm on 1st Friday of the month - 
Mycenae House Community Centre

3.30-4.30pm  on 3rd Saturday of the 
month - St James’ Church Hall

Kidbrooke Park Road

Contacting Your Local 
Labour Councillor Alex Grant

Write: Town Hall, Wellington Street, 
Woolwich, SE18 6PW

Call: 0208 855 7292

Email: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk

Nick Raynsford is the MP for 
Greenwich and Woolwich and has 
lived in our area for many years and 
has played a key role in promoting 
regeneration in the Borough.

This includes the successful 
campaigns for the North 
Greenwich station on the Jubilee 
Line, the extension of the DLR to 

Greenwich and Woolwich and the campaign to secure a 
Crossrail Station in Woolwich. 

Nick holds six advice surgeries across the Greenwich 
and Woolwich constituency. If you would like to come 
to a surgery, you must call the office in advance on 020 
7219 5895 to book an appointment

Councillor Alex Grant has represented 
the Blackheath and Westcombe Park 
area since 1998. Brought up in 
Westcombe Park, Alex attended Invicta 
Primary School where he is now a 
governor.

He has helped lead campaigns for 
better council housing, the restoration 
of the Gibb Memorial on the Heath, 
improvements to the Royal Standard area, and better 
railway services.

A trustee of the John Roan Foundation, Alex is also 
vice-chair of the Blackheath Joint Working Party, which 
monitors the Heath, and is on the committee of the 
Greenwich Housing Society, which provides housing to 
older people in Blackheath.

BlackheathWestcombeReportBack2011_FINAL4.indd   1 19/08/2011   11:07:07



Labour fights cuts to frontline policing
Tory Mayor Boris Johnson’s proposals to axe 150 Police Sergeants across London this year 
will mean that Blackheath Westcombe ward will soon lose its dedicated Police sergeant.

From September, Blackheath Westcombe and the neighbouring Kidbrooke with Hornfair 
wards will share a single sergeant, who will have to cover a vast area stretching all the way 
from the South Circular Road in the east to Maze Hill station in the west.

Safer Neighbourhood Teams, consisting of a sergeant, two Police Constables and three 
Police Community Support Officers in each ward, were introduced by Labour Mayor Ken 
Livingstone in 2005 and have played a vital role in cutting crime in London.

But Boris Johnson’s so-called ‘Revised Supervision Model’ means that many wards across 
London will no longer have a sergeant of their own, and other officers can be transferred 
away for an unlimited period leaving each team with a minimum strength of just one PC and 
one PCSO covering an area of up to 15,000 residents.

Worst still, there is a threat of more cuts to come after the Olympics in 2012, when 
another 150 sergeants could be axed. “Johnson had promised before his election in 2008 
that by 2012 there will be one million more police patrols a year compared to when he was 
elected. These cuts make a mockery of that pledge,” says Labour Assembly Member 
Len Duvall.

Len, Nick Raynsford MP and Labour councillor Alex 
Grant are all opposing the cuts, and in light of 
recent disorder across London, it is now more

foolish than ever to cut frontline 
police officers.

Labour - Working Hard for a Better Blackheath & Westcombe Park

Fighting for new access
to Maze Hill station

Residents at Seren Park – the new flats on the south side of Maze Hill 
station – have had enough of waiting for new access onto the London-
bound platform to be opened. A new path and gate were built months 
ago, but Network Rail has yet to reach a legal agreement with the 
developer over access rights.

Labour councillor Alex Grant is working with residents to set up a 
meeting between the developer and Network Rail to urge them to find 
a solution. “Residents, some of whom have disabilities, are 
having to walk several hundred yards to reach a station platform that 
is only a few feet from their homes,” says 
Alex. “The current situation is madness and 
they have got to open up the path  
immediately.”

There is better news at Blackheath 
Station, where work to install a lift to the 
London-bound platform is now complete.

Heart of East Greenwich
The development of a new leisure centre, library, health centre and 
600 new homes on the former Greenwich District Hospital site is due 
to start work this Autumn. The scheme has been delayed due to the 
downturn and then because the Tory-led Government’s cut funding 
for affordable housing, prompting the original housing association 

involved to pull out.

Greenwich’s Labour Council has now 
helped rescue the development, and 
ensured that 150 of the new homes 
will still be at genuinely affordable 
rents.

Olympics news
Thousands of Greenwich residents took advantage 
of the Equestrian test events in Greenwich Park in 
July, a useful rehearsal for the 2012 Games.

As the 2012 Games get closer, Labour is keen to 
ensure that local people benefit – already 1,000 
Greenwich residents have found new jobs on the 
Olympic site - and that there is as little disruption as 
possible. Olympics organisers have been persuaded 
to close fewer roads, and suspend fewer parking 
bays, than originally planned. 

Cllr Alex Grant and Nick Raynsford MP have also 
met with SouthEastern to urge them to reconsider 
proposals for fewer trains to call at Maze Hill and 
Westcombe Park stations while the Olympics are 
underway.

New library in the Village
Age Exchange has stepped in to keep a library  
running in Blackheath Village, after Lewisham 
Council was forced to close its library on Blackheath 
Grove by grant cuts from the coalition government.

A small library is now open several days a week at 
the Age Exchange’s Bakehouse off Bennett Park. 
Longer term, a permanent new library 
will be created by an overhaul of the Age 
Exchange building.

Labour councillor Alex Grant met with 
Age Exchange recently to discuss the 
plans, and to make sure the Council 
gives them timely advice on the changes 
being made to their building, which is 
on the Greenwich side of the borough 
boundary.

Giving Siebert Road 
residents a break

Labour Assembly member Len Duvall and Cllr Alex 
Grant have met with residents on Siebert Road who 
are fed up with waiting for Transport for London to 

put a fence up between their gardens and the 
noisy A102 motorway.

A fence was promised years ago but TFL are now 
saying that they won’t put one up as they are 
not legally required to do so. Len is asking TFL to 
think again, given concerns about noise, 
pollution and subsidence.

 New Secondary schools
    and more primary school places
Rebuilding work is proceeding quickly at Thomas Tallis School, which will move in to 
its new building in October.

At John Roan, a planning application for the rebuilding of its Westcombe Park Road 
building, and the refurbishment of the Maze Hill building, was submitted in July. If 
permission is approved, work will start in early 2012 on the project designed by John 
McAslan and Partners, the same artchitects as at Thomas Tallis.

Labour has also responded to concerns over the local shortage of primary places by  
expanding two popular local schools. Invicta is to take an extra form of entry in  
September 2011, and the council is committed to rebuilding the school as soon as 
funds can be found.

“The extra places at Invicta will mean many more local children can find a school place 
within walking distance,” says Labour councillor Alex Grant, who is a governor at Invicta 
and used to be a pupil there. “Invicta is a great school that deserves a new building and 
Labour is committed to giving it one, provided we get the Government funding needed.”

There are also plans to expand Halstow, another popular school, from one-and-a-half 
to two forms of entry in September 2012, by making new use of the former caretaker’s 
house in the playground.
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