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Blackheath & 
Westcombe Park News
News from your local Labour Team
Nick Raynsford MP, Cllr Alex Grant & London Assembly Member Len Duvall

Greenwich police station faces axe...

Meanwhile, three local fire stations - 
New Cross, Woolwich and Downham – are 
among the 16 across London that face 
closure under proposals from the Mayor.

It had been agreed several years ago to 
put an extra fire engine at the nearest fire 
station to this area, East Greenwich, but 
this has now been shelved. 

There are real concerns about the impact 
all these cuts could have on response 
times by fire engines. 

Labour Members of the London Fire and 
Emergency Planning Authority have voted 
against fire station closures, but Boris 
Johnson is ignoring them and making the 
cuts anyway. 

...and our Fire Stations 
are under threat too

In January Tory Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt 
agreed to press on with savage cuts to hospital 
services in south-east London: scaling down the 
Accident & Emergency department at Lewisham 
Hospital, and downgrading its maternity unit.

There are serious concerns that this will place too 
much pressure on the A&E departments at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Woolwich, and other 
hospitals - and that the cuts will save little or no 
public money.

Two recent marches – one in November and one in 
January  - have seen at least 15,000 people march 
through Lewisham town centre to protest against 
the cuts (many Greenwich residents, including 
Labour Party members, among them). 

Nick Raynsford MP says: “Not only has the 
Government ignored the overwhelming weight 
of public and clinical opinion against cutting both 
Accident & Emergency and Maternity services at 
Lewisham Hospital.

“To add insult to injury Jeremy Hunt has failed to 
agree the funding which his own Special 
Administrator said was necessary for the changes.  
This risks more financial deficits like those which 
plagued South London Healthcare Trust”.

Local Labour party member Paul Morrissey says: “I 
have personal experience of A&E services, and  
the thought of a smaller service at Lewisham 
brings dismay. It would create greater staffing and 
service pressures on Queen Elizabeth Hospital.”

Coalition presses ahead with NHS cuts

Tory Mayor Boris Johnson is proposing to close 
three police stations in Greenwich borough as 
part of his new “Police and Crime Plan”: 
Greenwich, Woolwich and Thamesmead. 

The closure of Greenwich police station on Burney 
Street would leave the Town centre without a 
police station for the first time in 180 years. This 
is in breach of Boris Johnson’s repeated pledge 
that no police station will close until a new 
“public access point” for the police is opened
nearby.

Given that Greenwich town centre often has 
traffic jams, not having police officers based in the 
town could mean people have to wait longer for a 
police response when they are victims of crime.

“Boris Johnson’s proposal for closing police 
stations is wrong. There will only be two publicly-
accessible police stations left in the borough - 
Eltham or Plumstead - which is completely 
inadequate,” says local Labour campaigner 
Denise Scott McDonald. “Many people in 
Blackheath will find their nearest police station is 

actually in another borough: Lewisham.”

Tory Deputy Mayor of London Stephen 
Greeenhalgh recently admitted at a public 
meeting in Greenwich that he does not know how 
Greenwich town centre will be effectively policed, 
or how “local” police teams are still to be based 
locally, once the police station is closed and sold 
off. 

There is currently no threat to close the Police 
office upstairs from Marks and Spencer’s on Old 
Dover Road. But a more serious threat to police 
numbers is buried away in the Mayor’s proposals. 

The numbers of officers in each local police 
team may be reduced from six in each ward (one 
sergeant, two PCs and three PCSOs) to a minimum 
of just two (a sergeant and a PC).

Indeed, these cuts have already started: 
Blackheath Westcombe ward already shares a 
sergeant with the neighbouring Kidbrooke with
Hornfair ward, meaning this one sergeant has to 
cover an area stretching from Maze Hill station to 
the South Circular Road.

Shortly before Christmas Boris Johnson 
started a consultation about new river 
crossings in east London.

The proposals include a new tunnel at 
Silvertown (in effect, a doubling of capacity 
of the Blackwall tunnel), and a new ferry 
between Thamesmead and Beckton 
(in effect, a relocation of the Woolwich 
Ferry eastwards).

Regardless of whether any new river 
crossings are ever built, local Labour 
councillor Alex Grant is urging  TFL again to 
help residents of Siebert Road, Westcombe 
Hill and Rochester Way.

Although many homes there are just a few 
feet from the hard shoulder of the A102, 
and residents have complained about noise 
and vibration for years, TFL has long 
refused to put up higher fences to shield 
them from the motorway.

Labour calls for a 
better deal for the 
A102’s neighbours

999 SOS: Local residents at the candle-lit 
vigil outside Woolwich fire station
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News in Brief
Seren Park: new owner promises

 action on station access

Local Labour Councillor Alex Grant has written to 
the new owners of Seren Park urging them to 
ensure easier access to Maze Hill station is 
opened without any further delay.

Seren Park residents currently have to walk on a 
long detour via Vanbrugh Hill to get to the 
station, or else cut through Tom Smith Close.  
Alex’s letter to Royal Bank of Scotland Chief 
Executive Stephen Hester should result in better 
access for residents.

Well done to Invicta

Invicta Primary School has just been judged to be 
“Outstanding” by Ofsted - a great 
achievement for this-fast improving local school.

Greenwich’s Labour Council wants to rebuild 
Invicta and several other primary schools, 

following the rebuilding of Thomas Tallis and 
work starting at John Roan. Although Invicta been 
successful in its bid for funds from the Priority 
School Building Programme, the council has yet 
to hear from the Government how much money 
it will get, whether this will be enough for a new 
building, or  when work can start. 

As a short-term measure the council is paying 
for wider gates to makes access to and from the 

school easier and safer for pupils.

Foyle Road Garages

An unpopular planning application for four 
houses on a backland site off Foyle Road, with 
very narrow vehicle access, was refused by the 
council last year and the Planning Inspectorate 
recently turned down the developer’s appeal 
against the refusal. “I hope this means the 
developer will finally accept this site is simply not 
suitable for housing,” says Councillor Alex Grant.

Rent Freeze on Old Dover Road shops

Hard-pressed traders on Old Dover Road have had 
their rents frozen for another three years.

Tenants of the council-owned shops there 
normally have a rent review every three years. 
The council decided to seek no increase at the 
last rent review in September 2012, as it had 
done last time in September 2009. This means 
that rents will stay at current levels at least until 
September 2015.

Nick Raynsford is 
the MP for Greenwich

and Woolwich

You can contact him by:

Writing: 32 Woolwich Road
   London SE10 0JU

Calling: 020 7219 5895

Email: raynsfordn@parliament.uk

You can contact Councillor Alex Grant by 
calling 020 8855 7292 or by emailing 

alex.grant@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Alex also holds regular advice surgeries at:

• 7-8pm on the 1st Friday of the month 
at Mycenae House Community Centre, 
SE3

• 3.30 - 4.30pm on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month at St James’s Church Hall,  
Kidbrooke Park Road, SE3

Contact our Greater London Assembly 
Member Len Duvall by calling 020 7983 
4517 or email len.duvall@london.gov.uk

OUTSTANDING: A great achievement from one of our excellent local schools

• Highways improvement work started in 
March at the Royal Standard one-way  
system: new road surfaces will be put in the 
junction of Charlton Road and Old Dover Road, 
and the island on the corner of Charlton Road 
and Westcombe Hill will be made easier for  
pedestrians to cross. 
 

Paving on Charlton Road 
will be repaired, and more 
parking spaces will be  
created for shoppers and 
deliveries on Westcombe 
Hill. 

• The council’s Highways 
department has recently proposed making 
Halstow Road one-way southbound. This 
would affect Humber Road residents who could 
no longer leave the road northbound via  
Halstow Road, although it might also  
discourage rat-running through the Westcombe 
Park area. Labour councillor Alex Grant is asking 

that no changes are made until the full impact 
on surrounding roads is fully assessed. 

• The bus stop outside the Health Centre on 
Vanbrugh Hill, served by the 386 service, is 
shortly being reopened after pressure from 

Labour councillors. The stop was 
closed by TFL, ignoring protests 
from the council, when building 
work on the Heart of East  
Greenwich site started last year. 
 

This made life difficult for people 
wanting to catch a bus up the 
steep Vanbrugh Hill after a  
doctor’s appointment.

• Local Labour councillor Alex Grant is also  
asking for action to improve drainage on 
South Row (the road alongside Prince of Wales 
Pond on the Heath) and to deal with parking 
problems on Kidbrooke Park Road near Thomas 
Tallis school.

SAFETY: Royal Standard one-way 
system to be improved

Making local roads safer


