
 

 

Last month Labour 

councillors launched a 

consultation to find out 

what we can do to reduce 

the scourge of traffic in 

Greenwich and East 

Greenwich.   

Launching the consultation, 
council leader Chris Roberts said “We all 
agree that traffic is the biggest blight in 
Greenwich. The challenge is whether we can 
agree on a solution.” 

We want to know if residents think there is 
a particular time of day or day of the week, or 
whether it is just all the time, that traffic is a 

problem. Maybe you think it’s 
just part of city life and we 
just have to live with it. 
Whatever your views, please 
let us know (see back page 
for contact details). 
From July, we will come 
back to consult you again on 
whether there is any type of 

consensus regarding a solution– one that 
local people will support, that does not result 
in local shops losing their trade, and that 
does not just move congestion onto other 
roads in Blackheath or elsewhere. If there is 
broad support for a solution, we will bid for 
Government money in the autumn.  
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News from the Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe ward  

The new police team for the 
Blackheath and Westcombe 
Park area will start in April, 
thanks to lobbying by Labour 
councillors to get it up and 
running as soon as possible. 

The ‘Safer neighbourhoods’ 
team will have four officers to 
begin with, increasing to six by 
April 2007. The police teams 
will start a year early thanks to 
Mayor Ken Livingstone’s recent 
budget, which was opposed by 
the Tories and Lib Dems.  

“This area has not always had 
the level of policing it needs,” 
says local Labour campaigner 
Silke Thomson. “Having a team  
dedicated to this 
neighbourhood will really make 
a difference.” 
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New police team to 

start next month 

Talks have started 
between the council 
and the Greenwich 
Steiner School 
about a lease on 
the Woodlands 
building on 
Mycenae Road, 
after the original 
bidder pulled out.  

Labour councillors hope the 
deal, which would also bring 
£250,000 of improvements for 
Mycenae House community 
centre next door, will be 
wrapped up quickly so 
restoration work can start.  

The council had agreed to 
offer a lease to the London 
School of Musical Theatre, 

which pulled out 
before Christmas. The 
Steiner School is 
based at St George’s 
church around the 
corner but wants to 
relocate as it is short 
of space. Steiner’s bid 
had come a close 

second when Woodlands was 
marketed last summer.   

“The council needs to 
ensure that there is still some 
public access to Woodlands 
and that the grounds remain 
open,” says Labour activist 
Jean Bloch, who has known 
the site for many years. “Any 
deal with Steiner needs to 
benefit the wider community.” 

Council opens talks with  

Steiner school on Woodlands 



 

 

Progress is being made on a 

number of environmental 

projects, thanks to pressure 

by Labour councillors. 

 
•Greenwich Council can now 

remove graffiti free of charge 

from privately-owned walls and 
fences that face onto a highway, 
thanks to the council’s 
Neighbourhood Renewal fund. This 
work used to be generally charged 
for.  
 
A lot of graffiti removal is done by 
groups like the Blackheath, 
Greenwich and Westcombe 
societies, which will now be better 
supported. 

•The fly-tipped area behind the shops 

on Rochester Way is finally going 

to be cleared, resurfaced and 
properly fenced off. Labour councillor 
Alex Grant joined forces with the 
Kidbrooke Park Estate residents’ 
assocation to get £8,000 funding 
from the council, with traders also 
being asked to contribute. Clearance 
will start in March and the area will be 
gated once planning permission is 
obtained. 
 
•Lighting on Station Crescent by 

Westcombe Park station is 

going to be improved in the next few 
weeks thanks to the council’s 
‘Liveability’ fund, following a long 
campaign by Alex and local 

Labour councillors 

in Blackheath  

Westcombe Ward 

 

Cllr Alex Grant 

E-mail: 
alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8855 7292 

Cllr Annie Keys  

E-mail: annie.keys@greenwich.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8333 7244 

In Brief……………………..... 

In writing:  

Greenwich Council, Town Hall, Wellington 
Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW 

Surgeries:  

1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: 
Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road;  
2nd Tuesday, 6.30-7.30pm: Tenants’ 
Room, opposite 45-59 Fulthorp Road;  
3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm: St James’ 
Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park Road 

Jean Bloch 

Silke Thomson 

Campaign  

spokespeople 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•The Labour Party was out in 

force in Blackheath Village in 

January to collect a petition 

against Network Rail’s plans 

for housing on the station car 

park. Lewisham Council has 

now renewed its lease on the 

land for the next five years, 

which may see off the threat of 

development. Shown above are 

(from right) campaigner Silke 

Thomson, Labour councillor 

Alex Grant, and Lewisham 

Labour councillors Andrew 

Brown and Gavin Moore. 

 
•Action against speeding traffic on 
Shooters Hill Road is being demanded 
by Labour councillors. Transport for 
London are being urged to put up 30-
mph signs and take action against 
those who jump red lights at the 
crossing on the corner of Vicarage 
Avenue. 

•Night-time crime rates have 

fallen in Greenwich since the 

council started funding extra 

police patrols, called Operation 

Grape, to monitor the effects 

of the new licensing laws. Like 

many pubs the Royal Standard 

has been granted a late 

licence, but only plans to use it 

on special occasions. “I am 

sorry that the local Tories have 

been scaremongering by 

saying the Standard will open 

until 12.30am every night,” 

says Labour councillor Alex 

Grant. “If they’d bothered to 

talk to the landlord they would 

have discovered that this is 

not the case. If the pub does 

stay open late regularly the 

council has placed a number of 

conditions on it, which will be 

enforced.” 

 
•The local Labour Party and MP Nick 
Raynsford have reacted with anger to 
suggestions that Greenwich Market 
could be relocated and the site 
redeveloped as housing. The council 
is insisting that any changes to the 
market would have to receive 
widespread support from residents 
and traders if they were to be taken at 
all seriously by the council’s planning 
board. 

 


