
 

 

London Mayor Ken Livingstone has just 

unveiled plans to give every ward in 

London, including Blackheath 

Westcombe, a dedicated police team of 

six officers by March 2007 – a year 

earlier than planned.  

This will mean that the area will get more police 
to walk the streets early next year. Currently 
Blackheath Westcombe ward has just one beat 
constable allocated to it. In the meantime, Labour 
councillors have got the police to agree that new 
police teams that are already in place in 
Blackheath Village, Charlton and Kidbrooke, 
where crime levels are higher, can help out in this 
area if needed in the meantime.  

Labour councillors are meeting regularly with 
the police to discuss local crime problems. 
“Labour has been investing in more police, 
investment that the Tories have often opposed,” 
says local resident Silke Thomson. “They stir up 
fear with headlines like ‘Blackheath under attack’ 
but can’t come up with practical solutions.” 

After recent problems on Coleraine Road, 
Labour councillor Alex Grant called a meeting 
between residents and the local police inspector 
who agreed to step up patrols in the area. By 
contrast the Tory councillor for this area went on 
holiday. 
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Greenwich Council is shortly going to 

choose the contractor to rebuild Thomas 

Tallis and John Roan schools by 

September 2009. Thomas Tallis will be 

rebuilt on its current site while Roan will 

be relocated to the Greenwich Peninsula. 

“The council and the schools are working together 
to ensure the new buildings have state-of-the-art, 
21

st
-century facilities,” says Labour activist Jean 

Bloch, who is vice-chair of governors at John Roan. 
“John Roan and Thomas Tallis badly need new 
buildings.” 

Labour councillors and school governors are 

keeping a close watch on the Private Finance 
Initiative scheme, which differs from other PFIs in 
that schools have more say over contracts and can 
renegotiate terms more easily. 

•Meanwhile, the council has just chosen the 
developers – Berkeley Homes and Southern 
Housing Group - to build a mixed development of 
4,400 owner-occupied, rented and shared-
ownership homes in place of the Ferrier estate.  

The plans allow tenants to acquire a stake in their 
homes, and for existing homeowners to become 
part-owners of new homes without having to pay 
rent. Demolition of the Ferrier should start later this 
year, and development on playing fields off 
Blackheath Park has been ruled out. 
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Go-ahead for new schools and Ferrier redevelopment 



 

 

Let us have your views 
How concerned are you about these local issues? (please tick) 
    Very concerned quite concerned not bothered 
Crime/Policing □ □ □ 
Environment, litter, graffiti □ □ □ 
Education □ □ □ 
Health  □ □ □ 
Local economy and jobs □ □ □ 
Transport and traffic □ □ □ 
Are there any other problems you want one of your Labour councillors to 
tackle? (continue on another sheet if necessary) 
 ........................................ . ..............................................................................  . 
 
 ........................................  .............................................................................. . 
 
Name  .............................  ...............................................................................  
 
Address ................................................................. Post code .........................  
 
Telephone ................................... Email ..........................................................  
Which political party do you normally support? (please tick) 
□Labour □ Conservative □ Lib Dems      □Other 

Please cut out this panel and return it (no stamp needed) to: 

Greenwich and Woolwich Labour Party, Freepost RLSB-KRGA-

KRZU, 32 Woolwich Road, Greenwich SE10 0JU 

Labour councillors 

in Blackheath  

Westcombe Ward 

 

Cllr Alex Grant 

E-mail: alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8855 7292 

Cllr Annie Keys  

E-mail: annie.keys@greenwich.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8333 7244 

In Brief…………………. 

In writing:  

Greenwich Council, Town Hall, 
Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 
6PW 

Surgeries:  

1st Friday of each month, 7-8pm: 
Mycenae House Community Centre, 
Mycenae Road;  
2nd Tuesday, 6.30-7.30pm: Tenants’ 
Room, opposite 45-59 Fulthorp Road; 
3rd Saturday, 3.30-4.30pm: St James’ 
Church Hall, Kidbrooke Park Road 

Jean Bloch 

Silke Thomson 

Campaign  

spokespeople 

•More engineering work is underway 
on the railway tunnel under Langton 
Way. Last October Cllr Alex Grant 
called a meeting between Network 
Rail and residents of the nearby 
sheltered housing block and other 
homes. “Network Rail agreed to 
minimise disturbance and return the 
ground to its former condition when 
they’ve finished,” he says. “The 
noise problems that resulted last 
time mustn’t be repeated.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

•A tree with lights was put up 

at the Royal Standard in the 

run-up to Christmas, 

brightening up an area that 

has normally not had any 

decorations. “I am pleased 

the council managed to cut 

through a lot of red tape and 

help the Westcombe Society 

get the tree up,” says Cllr 

Alex Grant. “Hopefully the 

council can help the Society 

and traders to put up more 

lights next Christmas.” 

•Demolition of the empty tower 
blocks at Restell Close by Maze Hill 
station should start early in 2006, 
the council says. There have been 
delays getting the developer to sign 
the legal agreement needed before 
redevelopment can start, but this is 
due to be signed shortly. 

•The phone mast on 

Westcombe Court in 

Westcombe Park Road is 

finally coming down, after 

Greenwich Council agreed 

not to renew the lease. 

Residents have been 

expressing concern for some 

time about the way Orange 

has been maintaining their 

installation. 

•Greenwich Council has unveiled 

plans for a children’s centre at 
Invicta School to offer help and 
advice to parents, on top of new 
childcare places at Sherington and 
Kidbrooke Park schools and the 
Storkway Centre on Rochester Way. 

•Labour councillors are 

supporting residents and 

traders in opposing plans to 

build housing on the car park 

by Blackheath Station. The 

plans have been put forward 

by Network Rail and will be 

decided by Lewisham Council 

later this year. 


