
 

 

The local 

elections on May 

4th give you a 

chance to elect 

three councillors 

to represent  

Blackheath and 

Westcombe Park 

for the next four 

years, and give 

you an important 

say on services 

in the area.  

 

Labour’s priorities are: 

•Better policing in the area, 

by working closely with the ‘Safer 
Neighbourhoods’ team of four 
police officers which has just 
started work in this ward, and 
which the Tories and Liberal 
Democrats opposed; 

•Continued improvements to 

council housing, and action 

against the minority who make 
other residents’ lives a misery; 

•Ensuring that new 

developments, such as the 

Greenwich Peninsula and 

the rebuilding of the Ferrier 

estate, are sustainable and 

that this area gets new transport 
links and better facilities, such as 
the rebuilding of John Roan and 
Thomas Tallis schools, to serve 
our growing population; 
 

•Action on the environment, 

with further improvements to 
Greenwich’s excellent recycling 
service, and more use of ‘green 
energy’ in council homes and new 
developments. 
 

All three Labour 

candidates have strong 

local links. Alex Grant grew up 

in Blackheath and has been a 
councillor here for the last eight 
years. Jean Bloch and Silke 
Thomson both live in the ward 
and, like Alex, are both governors 
at local schools. 

We hope this publication gives 
you a good idea of what we want 
to achieve if elected as your 
councillors on May 4th. If you 
agree with our plans and want to 
help our campaign, or if you have 
any questions, please call our 
hotline number on the back page.  

A strong voice for Blackheath 

and Westcombe Park 

Looking to the future  

Labour’s manifesto for Blackheath Westcombe ward 

Greenwich Council elections • May 4th 2006 

Printed and Promoted by Roger Hough, 32, Woolwich Road, Greenwich, London, SE10 0JU on behalf of The Labour Party Candidates for 
Blackheath Westcombe ward, all at 32, Woolwich Road, Greenwich, London, SE10 0JU.  

The local elections are a close 

two-horse race between Labour  

and the Tories in Blackheath 

Westcombe ward, with the 

Liberal Democrats a distant 

third. Casting three Labour 

votes on May 4th is the only 

way to ensure the Tories are 

beaten here. See page 3. 

•Local residents have their say: page 2 

•Our pledges for Blackheath: pages 2 & 3 

•Meet the candidates: back page 

Labour candidates Jean Bloch, Alex 

Grant and Silke Thomson 

Out and about 

Labour is committed to 

working with Lewisham and 

Greenwich councils for further 

improvements to the Heath, 

such as the restoration of 

Prince of Wales pond (above)  

Labour councillors have got 

bus links between Blackheath 

and North Greenwich (above) 

improved, and have got London 

Buses to promise a new bus 

link between Greenwich town 

centre and Blackheath Village  

See page 3 for more...  



 

 

Local people have their say… 

I am very pleased to warmly recommend Jean 
Bloch, Silke Thomson and Alex Grant. They all 
have strong local roots and will be energetic 
champions of Blackheath Westcombe ward. We 
couldn’t have better representatives and I urge 
you to give them your three votes on May 4th - 
Blackheath resident Nick Raynsford MP 

Silke Thomson really cares about our 

local community and will always go the 

extra mile for you. She will campaign for 

good policing and education and will be 

a true voice for Blackheath Westcombe 

ward on Greenwich Council. That’s why 

I’ll support Silke on May 4th - Nicola Jackson, 

Vanbrugh Park   

As a long-standing resident it gives me great 
pleasure to support Alex, Jean and Silke. Jean 
and Silke both live in the ward and will bring new 
skills and expertise to our council. Alex is an 
effective councillor and a good supporter of Age 
Exchange and Blackheath Halls — Paddy Ross, 
Morden Road resident and Chair, Age Exchange 

I have known Alex Grant for a number of 

years. During that time he has not only helped me 

with my own problems, but also addressed problems 

on our estate. Alex has proved himself to be active, 

supportive and tenacious councillor, who is always 

prepared to listen and will help whenever he can - 

Ann-Marie Newman, Beaconsfield Close  

Jean Bloch has demonstrated her commitment to 
the area as vice-chair of governors at John Roan, 
and sits on a committee of the five Greenwich 
schools being rebuilt under the Building Schools 
for the Future programme. Alex Grant is the kind 
of councillor who gives politicians a good name! 

In his eight years as a councillor his energy and commitment 
haven't lessened - Margery Nzerem, chair of governors, Thomas 
Tallis, and Beaconsfield Rd resident  

We have known Alex Grant ever since we moved into 

our sheltered housing accommodation. We and other 

tenants think he has been a great help getting Decent 

Homes works to the block, and working with the 

council to try and get it updated - Mr & Mrs Clark, 

Langton Way  

Alex Grant is a committed and hard-working 
councillor. He’s supported our efforts to improve the 
quality of life on our estate and  improve the 
Cleansweep service. He is behind our struggle to 
improve the Rochester Way shopping parade and 
eliminate flytipping there - Christine White, Brook 
Lane  

Alex Grant has given us a huge help in 

our campaign to get the phone masts 

removed from Westcombe Court. It’s 

made a big difference having a councillor 

who listens and devotes energy to 

getting results - Jonathon Bond, Combe Avenue  

 

Our pledges for Blackheath 

Labour 

will press 

for an 

even 

better 

recycling 

service, 

more 

work with residents on 

graffiti removal, and full 

consultation on any 

proposals for phone masts.  

“We are aware of concerns over 
plans for a phone mast at St 
James’,” says Labour candidate 
Silke Thomson, who lives nearby 
on Kidbrooke Park Close. “I hope 
the church reconsiders before a 
planning application goes in.” 

 

We will 

work with 

residents 

to solve 

problems 

such as fly-
tipping on 
land behind  
Kidbrooke 
Parade, 
which has 
now been 
cleared 
(right).  
Labour councillors have got 
railings repaired and more trees 
and benches 
put in at the 
Royal 
Standard 
(right), and 
£12,000 has 
been agreed for pedestrian 
improvements there this year. 

 

We will get the Woodlands 

building on Mycenae Road 

occupied as soon as 

possible. The council is agreeing 

a lease with the Greenwich Steiner 
School and restoration work 
should start soon. The deal will 
also bring £250,000 to improve 
Mycenae House community centre 
next door. 

Labour will work closely 

with the police to tackle 

crime. A new police team of four 

officers led by Sgt Dean 
Williamson has just started in 
Blackheath Westcombe ward, 
increasing to six officers by next 
April. Labour is also putting 
another 89 transport police on the 
trains in London this year.  

Labour held a public meeting 
attended by over 30 residents at 
Mycenae House in March to 
discuss crime problems with the 
police. By contrast the Tories 
continually spread fear about 
crime, but opposed the Mayor’s 
budget which provided the funds 
for these new police. 

 

Labour will work to ensure 

that Thomas Tallis and John 

Roan schools get new 

buildings by 2009, and the 

council helps all schools to further 
improve results. 21 new nurseries 
are planned across the borough. 
Invicta is earmarked for a 
children's centre offering a range 
of pre-school services, and the 
council is seeking funds for a 
rebuilding of the school. 
 

Labour will ensure that new 

developments on the 

Peninsula and elsewhere 

benefit the wider area, create local 
jobs and provide new services and 
infrastructure. The Labour council 
has just started a consultation on 
how to control traffic in Greenwich 
town centre, and unveiled plans for 
a new leisure centre and library on 
the Greenwich District Hospital 
site. 
 

Labour 

has firm 

plans to  

modern-

ise 

hundreds of council homes 

in Blackheath and Westcombe 
Park in the next four years. The 
Vanbrugh Park estate (above) is 
due to get an innovative ‘green 
roof’ to cut fuel bills, and dozens of 
old Victorian homes, many in poor 
repair, will be refurbished. At the 
last general election the Tories 
refused to promise funding for this 
‘Decent Homes’ programme.  

Labour councillors have a good 
track record in ensuring council 
leaseholders get a fair deal, and 
have recently made it easier for 
them to defer major works bills at a 
reduced interest rate.  

 

We will push for better 

public 

transport 

and more 

measures 

against 

speeding 

traffic. London Buses have just 

said they are willing to extend the 
386 route from Greenwich town 
centre to Blackheath Village 
(above), 
and we 
want to 
see this 
link start 
as soon 
as 
possible.  

All railway stations in this area 
have been refurbished recently, 
after pressure from Labour 
councillors. “Funding has been 
found to give Blackheath station 
disabled access by 2009. We want 
to see this done sooner as the 
stairs there are clearly 
inadequate,” says Labour 
candidate Jean Bloch.  

The Labour council has already 
agreed to extend traffic calming to 
the St John’s Park area, and 
review parking rules in the 
Westcombe Park area this year. 
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43%
48%

Blackheath Westcombe ward election

results 2002

Tories

Labour

Lib Dems

What about the Lib Dems and Greens? 

The Lib Dems and Greens have no track record in this area 
and are invisible apart from at election times. The Lib Dems 
are in distant third place and only got 8% of the vote in 
Blackheath Westcombe ward at the last council elections in 
2002. The Greens did not stand any candidates at all in 2002. 

Only Labour can beat the Tories in Blackheath 

Westcombe ward on May 4th: a Lib Dem or Green 

vote is a wasted vote. 

The Tories in action… 

The council elections in Blackheath Westcombe 

ward are a close fight between Labour and the 

Tories — who have a poor record for standing up 

for this area. 

•In 2003 the council and a number of 

local groups joined forces to win 

£100,000 of lottery money to restore 

the Gibb Memorial on the Heath — a 

great example of how the community and the 
council can work together to improve the 
local environment. Labour councillors actively 
supported the lottery bid and got the council 
to stump up £35,000 of match funding. 

Bizarrely, the Tories refused to support the bid and failed to 
find any other way of funding the project. If the Tories had had 
their way, the memorial would still be decaying today. 

•Over 20% of residents in this ward live in private 

rented accommodation—more than any other ward in 

Greenwich. While most landlords act responsibly, Labour is 
determined to help tenants and take action against landlords 
who do not maintain their properties or leave them standing 
empty—including, as a last resort, compulsory purchase. But 
the Tories have opposed compulsory purchase orders on 
principle as “the confiscation of private property”. 

•Labour is committed to redeveloping the Ferrier 

estate, with demolition due to start later this year. 

The Tories have proposed reducing the number of new homes 
there from 4,400 to about 3,800. This would blow a financial 
black hole in the project and would mean no demolition of the 
Ferrier could ever start. The Tories’ policy would also mean 
continued uncertainty about the playing fields off Blackheath 
Park, which under Labour’s plans have been saved from the 
threat of development. 

•Since the last elections in 2002, Labour 

councillors have held three surgeries every month 

around Blackheath Westcombe ward. By contrast the Tory 

councillor for this ward has not held any surgeries at all. 
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Meet your local Labour candidates 

ALEX GRANT was brought up 

in Blackheath and has been a 
Labour councillor for this area 
since 1998. Now Greenwich 
Council’s cabinet member for the 
Environment, he has played a 
key role in regenerating the 
borough and improving services 
such as recycling and graffiti 

removal. 

Alex has never been afraid to speak up for this 
area. He has worked tirelessly with residents’ 

groups for better public transport, housing and 
policing. A former chair of the borough's 
Leaseholder Forum, he is a director of 
Blackheath Halls and sits on the committee of 
Greenwich Housing Society, which provides 
housing to older people in Blackheath. Alex 
attended Invicta primary school where he now 
serves as a governor. 

Alex is 32 and lives with his partner Liz, who 
has been closely involved in community events 
and campaigns in the Westcombe Park area for 
many years, and their baby daughter. 

JEAN BLOCH has lived in the Blackheath area 

since 1968. Both her children attended the 
Robert Owen nursery and Brooklands primary 
school. As a mother and grandmother, Jean is 
committed to improving living conditions, services 
and opportunities for all. 

With a career devoted to teaching and 
research in the University of London, Jean is also 
active in local education and is currently vice-
chair of governors at the John Roan School. 

Jean’s love of the environment 
has led her to become actively 
involved in the Blackheath Park 
Conservation Group, and in 
working with the community to 
further improve amenities and 
housing. 

Jean lives on Morden Road 
and is a keen supporter of many 
local activities. She is a Friend of Blackheath 
Halls and a member of the Blackheath Society. 

SILKE THOMSON is 34 and has lived on 

Kidbrooke Park Close since 1999 with her 
husband Simon who works as a journalist. 

Silke is a press officer and has worked 
extensively in casework and policy development, 
both in Westminster and Brussels. She wants to 
put this experience to use in representing 
Blackheath Westcombe ward on Greenwich 
Council. Silke sees a councillor’s role as listening 
to people and getting the council and residents to 
work together to solve local problems. 

Silke is very interested in 
education and is a governor at 
Halstow primary school. She has 
a special concern about policing 
issues and welcomes the recent 
increase in police numbers in the 
Blackheath and Westcombe Park 
area. 

In her spare time Silke is a 
keen cyclist, and likes cooking with friends and 
going to the cinema. 

Jean  BLOCH 

Alex  GRANT 

Silke THOMSON 

Vote Labour on Thursday May 4th  

You have THREE votes • Polls are open from 7am to 10pm 

Any questions? Call our hotline on 020 8853 1261 

Working  

hard for 

Blackheath & 

Westcombe 

Park 


