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Olympics: The countdown begins

With the London Olympics  starting  on 
July 27th, Greenwich’s Labour council is  
committed to ensuring the Games run 
smoothly and there is as little disruption 
as possible to normal life.

Although most of Greenwich Park will be 
closed from July 7th onwards until September, 
the  Park’s playground and parts of the flower 
garden will stay open for all but one day over 
the summer, following pressure from the 
Labour council  and Nick Raynsford MP.  We 
have also ensured that residents as much 
information as possible about their plans for 
missile defence systems on the Heath during 
the Games – and ensure that as small an area 
as possible is cordoned off. 

“Staging the world’s largest sporting festival 
is huge opportunity, and a challenge,” says 
Nick Raynsford MP. “ London has responded in 
style, with all the new venues completed on 
time and on budget. While this involves some 
local inconvenience in the short term, in the 
long term the benefits to Greenwich, London 
and the UK are enormous”.

The Olympic Organisers are paying for strict 
parking controls during the Games, to ensure 
that people come to and from the Games by 
public transport. In areas which already have 
parking controls, hours of operation will be 
extended, and in areas where parking 
 is currently uncontrolled temporary parking 
 zones are being set up. Residents can apply 
 for free parking permits by visiting 
www.2012gamesparkingpermits.com, or by 
calling 0300 111 2012.

While Blackheath station will see more trains, 
Maze Hill and Westcombe Park stations will 
have a reduced service during Games-time, as 
many trains will run non-stop between  
Greenwich and Charlton, though there will still 
be trains up to London in the mornings and 
back from London in the afternoons.  

Labour is arguing for passengers to be allowed 
to travel via Charlton at no extra cost.

The Labour council has opposed the early 
closure of the Avenue (the road through 
Greenwich Park which was supposed to be 
open until early July, but which was closed in 
early June). This decision was reached by the 
Olympic organisers and the Royal Parks. The 
council is monitoring the impact on local roads 
such as Maze Hill and asking TFL to discourage 
through traffic from coming to Greenwich in 
the first place. 

Invicta Primary School was told in May 
that it has been awarded funds from the  
Government’s Priority School Building  
Programme.

Greenwich’s Labour council wants to rebuild 
Invicta and two other local primary schools, 
Wingfield and Our Lady of Grace, and all 
three have been successful in getting 
funds.

Labour welcomes this news, but is seeking 
clarification from the Government about 
how much funds are on offer, whether this 
will meet the full costs of a new building, 
and how quickly the project can be  
completed.

“Invicta school’s buildings date from 1952 
and were only supposed to be temporary. 
60 years on, the school badly needs a new 
building and I am very pleased this now 
seems possible,” says Labour councillor 
Alex Grant, who was a pupil at Invicta in the 
1980s and is now a Governor there.

Greenwich has been lucky, as the total 
budget for new School buildings has been 
cut heavily by the Tory-led Government and 
almost half of the schools that applied for 
the funding nationally were not successful.

The council has already expanded Invicta to 
two forms of entry, and Halstow is 
expanding to two forms of entry from this 
September to deal with an increase in  
school-age children locally.

At secondary level, Thomas Tallis school has 
already been rebuilt, and work has started 
on rebuilding John Roan  School ’s  
Westcombe Park Road building and  
refurbishing its Maze Hill building.

Invicta School 
gets funding for 
better buildings

OLYMPICS: Labour wants to see park returned to its original state after the Games

Olympic Legacy 
Local jobs: More than 2,000 Greenwich 
residents have secured jobs building Olympic venues, or running events in them
Thomas Tallis School: the newly-rebuilt school has state-of the art sports facilities, open to the local community and sports clubs all year round, thanks to investment from the Greenwich’s Olympic legacy fund. The school’s new buildings on Kidbrooke Park Road were officially opened by former Labour Schools Minister David Miliband on May 17th.

Playgrounds: across Greenwich, including Chiswell Square and Greenwich Park have been expanded and improved through  
Olympic funding, with consultation underway about a new play trail in Mycenae House  Gardens . 
New fire access gates on Maze Hill: the council secured English Heritage funding for new wooden gates at the width restriction at the top of Maze hill, replacing the ugly old metal ones.
New gates into Greenwich Park: Olympic organisers have paid for new, wider gates into the Park from Charlton Way, to be installed after the Games. The old gates were always being damaged by lorries and coaches.
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Work starts at the Heart for East Greenwich
Work finally started on March on the  
building of a new leisure centre, library, 
health centre and 645 new homes on 
the site of the former Greenwich 
District Hospital at the bottom of 
Vanbrugh Hill.

The site, called the “Heart of East  
Greenwich,” has stood empty for ten 
years due to a dispute over how much 
affordable housing there should be, and 
the economic recession. The council has 
ensured that 150 of the new homes 
there will be at genuinely affordable 
rents.

The new leisure centre will have two 
swimming pools, as there are currently 

at the Arches. 
Despite rumours 
to the contrary, 
the Fitness pool 
will be deep 
enough to dive 
into and will be 
available for use 
by adults  
during the day, 
as well as  
children  
learning to 
swim. The new 
leisure centre 
should open in 
2014.

News in Brief
Housing Panel

New tenant reps are needed for the local 
Housing Panel covering Blackheath  
Westcombe ward . The panel holds the  
council’s Housing department to account and 
helps decide how money is spent improving 
council housing in the area. Any council 
tenants who are interested can call Cllr Alex 
Grant on 020 8855 7292 or email Alex.
Grant@greenwich.gov.uk, for a chat about 
what the role involves.

Foyle Road garages

The Royal Borough of Greenwich has turned 
down an unpopular planning application for 
four houses on a garage site between Foyle 
Road and Vanbrugh Hill. Labour councillor 
Alex Grant supported residents’ objections at 
the planning meeting on May 9th, at which 
the plans were turned down due of the loss 
of trees, potential overlooking, and the fact 
that road access to the site is only 2m wide.

DLR Extension to Kidbrooke

The council has funded a feasibility study 
on extending the Docklands Light Railway 
southwards from the Royal Docks to Eltham 
via North Greenwich and Kidbrooke , running 
above the A102 with stations at Westcombe 
Park and the Sun in the Sands. The  
extension will not be built soon as TFL have 
sadly not put the  idea in their medium or 
long-term plans. But Labour is asking them 
to think again, give that north-south links in 
this area are not good enough and the 132 
bus route can get very crowded.

Greenwich People’s NHS Charter

The local Labour Party, with other organisa-
tions, has written a Greenwich People’s NHS 
Charter to record what Greenwich people 
value about the NHS, and help protect it from 
the Tories’ reforms. 

See www.ilovethenhs.org.uk/ for more 
information and to sign up to the charter.
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Nick Raynsford is 
the MP for 
Greenwich

and Woolwich

Contact Nick by:

Writing: House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Calling:  020 7219 5895

Email:nick.raynsford.mp@parliament.uk

Your Local Labour Team
You can contact Councillor Alex Grant by 

calling 020 8855 7292 or by emailing 
alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk

Alex also holds regular advice surgeries at:

• 7-8pm on the 1st Friday of the month at 
Mycenae House Community Centre, SE3

• 3.30 - 4.30pm on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month at St James’s Church Hall,  
Kidbrooke Park Road, SE3

Contact our Greater London Assembly 
Member Len Duvall by calling 020 7983 
4517 or email len.duvall@london.gov.uk

We’re here to help

Let us know if there 
is a particular issue in 
your area that needs 
tackling.

(please fill in the box 
below)

Which party do you most 
closely identify with?

Labour
Conservative
Lib Dem
Other (please say)

Name........................................................................................

Address....................................................................................

......................................................Postcode...........................

Phone.......................................................................................

Mobile.......................................................................................

Email.........................................................................................
(so we can keep you updated on local issues)

Please post the slip back to:
Freepost RLSB-KRGA-KRZU
32 Woolwich Road, SE10 0JU
The Labour Party, its candidates or its elected representatives may use the above information to 
contact you including via email if provided. If you do not wish to be contacted, please write to us 

at the above address.
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Len Duvall re-elected
I would like to express my thanks and gratitude for 
returning me as your representative on the London 
Assembly - it continues to be a huge honour and 
privilege and I am humbled by the overwhelming 
support.

While out on the campaign trail, residents would 
continually raise their fears and concerns about job 
opportunities, the number of police on our streets 
and the escalating cost public transport. That’s why 
we need policies to bring down fares, provide  
affordable childcare, deliver more police and quality 
housing. It is these core priorities that will help 
Londoners.

Despite our disappointment at not winning the 
mayoralty, the Labour Group on the Assembly  
rose from eight to 12 - the most we have ever had. 
We are dedicated to holding the Mayor to account 
and will continue to work to ensure that his policies 
and programmes deliver the best for ordinary  
working Londoners.
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