
Blackheath Village News
News from your local Labour Party

Labour’s investment in police 
helps bring crime down

Our Labour Council’s 
continued investment 
in our local police has 
helped crime in our 
borough fall in every 
single category over 
the last two years.

Its investment in the 
Violent and Organised 
Crime Police Unit, 
which tackles gang 
and knife crime across 
the borough has seen over 250 
local offenders charged.
We have also won our fight to 
keep Greenwich Police Station 
open and are seeking assurances 
that the local police steam’s base 
on Old Dover Road will stay.

But we understand that even 
one crime is one too many. That’s 
why we’re so concerned about 
the Mayor of London’s decision to 
cut over 1,700 police staff from 
London’s streets over the last two 
year. We have lost 150 staff in 

Greenwich alone.
This has put the future of our 
local police teams, who have 
worked so hard to tackle low-level 
crime and anti-social behaviour in 
our area, at risk.

We simply cannot see how the 
police will be able to offer the 
same level of protection to 
residents with such reduced 
resources.

For more information visit 
our website at

bwlabour.wordpress.com

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Labour’s investment in our local 
police is in contrast to Tory cuts

Labour’s new team 
for Blackheath & 
Westcombe Park

Local residents Paul  
Morrissey, Cherry Parker 
and Simon Thomson have 
been selected as Labour’s 
candidates for the council 
elections in 2014.

They are working closely 
with current Labour  
Councillor Alex Grant, who 
is standing down having 
served as a councillor for the 
area since 1998.
“Cherry, Simon and Paul will 
make excellent councillors 
and they’re already out  
talking to residents and 
working hard for our area”, 
said Alex.
To get in touch with us email 
bwlabour@googlemail.com

Tories stopped from making Lewisham Hospital cuts
Conservative Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt’s  
attempts to slash the maternity and accident 
and emergency services at Lewisham Hospital 
have been stopped by local campaigners.

Thosands of residents won a High Court ruling 
which showed that the Government was acting 
outside of its powers with its plans for local health 
services.

They included downgrading Maternity and A&E 
services at the Hospital as well as selling off a 
large chunk of land.

Local resident Simon Thomson said, “We need to 
be careful about celebrating too soon because this 
Tory-led government have already sought to 
appeal this ruling.
It’s also important that we don’t end up arguing 
for no change at all in the NHS, when there is such 
pressure on budgets”.
The legal challenge to the cuts, supported by 
Labour in both Greenwich and Lewisham is ongoing. 

To pledge your support visit:
www.savelewishamhospital.com
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Your local Labour team are 
fighting for better services 
and less disruption while 
London Bridge station is 
rebuilt.
London Bridge re-building 
plans could mean that many 
trains on both the Greenwich 
and Blackheath lines will 
have to run through London 
Bridge without stopping be-
tween 2015 and 2018.
“Everyone accepts that  
London Bridge station needs 
to be rebuilt, but passengers 
need to be told more about 
how their journeys will be 
disrupted”, says candidate 
Paul Morrissey.

“Without being able to get off 
or change trains at London 
Bridge, our rail links to London 
will be a lot worse off and we 
need to know whether all this 
disruption is really necessary”.

In addition, work to lengthen 
platforms at stations on the 
Greenwich line is underway 
so they can take  12 carriage 
trains. We are working hard to 
make sure longer trains start 
running sooner rather than 
later.

Cherry Parker added, “We are 
pushing the rail authorities to 
ensure clear and accurate 
information is given to 
commuters so that they can 
plan their journeys”.

DISRUPTION: Picture of the new London Bridge

A year on from the Olympics
Greenwich Park is looking better than 
ever. The Friends of Greenwich Park 
says that the Park has been restored so 
well, no-one would know the Olympic 
events had taken place.

Contractors paid by Olympic organisers 
are now doing final restoration work 
and Circus Field on Blackheath has now 
been reopened.

Making Blackheath 
Standard safer

Resurfacing work on the one-way 

system in Blackheath Standard was 
completed in June, following safety 
improvements on the corner of 
Charlton Road and Westcombe Hill for 
pedestrians.

Labour continues to push Transport for 
London for further safety measures.

Charlton Lido Re-Opens
Following a £2m refurbishment, the 
outdoor pool welcomed its first 
residents in March and is part of the 
Olympic legacy.

There are also new facilities open 
for residents to use at Thomas Tallis 

School, including badminton courts.

University Technical College 
Opens

Greenwich’s new University Technical 
College opened on 2 September, 
providing 14-19 year olds with the kind 
of engineering and construction skills 
that our economy badly needs.

The college is the result of an 
innovative partnership involving our 
local Labour Council to help young 
people makie an easier transition into 
work.
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Keeping in Touch

You can contact Councillor 
Alex Grant by calling 020 
8855 7292 or by emailing 
alex.grant@royalgreen-
wich.gov.uk

Alex also holds regular 
advice surgeries at:

• 7-8pm on the 1st 
Friday of the month at  

Mycenae House Community Centre, SE3

• 3.30 - 4.30pm on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month at St James’s Church Hall,  
Kidbrooke Park Road, SE3

Len Duvall is the Greater 
London Assembly  
Member for Greenwich 
and Lewisham.

You can contact Len by 
calling 020 7983 4517 
or emailing len.duvall@
london.gov.uk

Nick Raynsford is the MP
for Greenwich and Woolwich 

Contact Nick by:

Writing: House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Calling:  020 7219 5895

Email:nick.raynsford.mp@parliament.uk


